ARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP
FINAL REPORT

.

—The
Countryside
Agency

COUNTY RECORDS OFFICE

CONTENTS
Page No
Letter from Andrew Lansley, MP

3

Letter from Sebastian Kindersley, District Councillor

4

Steering Committee and acknowledgements

5

Foreword to report

6

A few facts and figures about Arrington

7

Map of the village

8

History of the village

9-14

A brief history of the church

15-16

Memories of days gone by

—

a local resident

17-21

Results of questionnaire

22-32

Summary of key points arising from the questionnaire

33-34

Parish Action plan

35-37

Notes on the Action Plan

38-39

2

ANDREW LANSLEY CI3E \IP
(SOU I [I C’ \‘IIlLJGESHtRl.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A OAA

Mrs Grace Everson
Arringlon Parish Council Chairman
189 Ermine Way
ARRINGTON
Cambridgeshire
SG8 GAY
th
14

January 2005
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Thank you for writing to inform me thai Arrington Parish Council are currently in the
process of producing a Parish Plan.
I welcome Arrington’s Parish Plan; the work carried out in producing a Plan is
important in directing investment, initiatives, and guiding decisions over policies and
services. Those involved are to be congratulated and their work will be much appreciated in
the village and further afield.

Andrew Lansley

i’lea.w’ reply to:
53 ST NEOTS ROAD. HARDWICK, CAMI3RII)GE. (‘133 7QJ
TEL: 01954 212707
FA,: 1)1954 2) I(,25
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Mrs Grace Everson
Chairman, Arrington Parish Council
189 Ermine Way
Arrington
Royston. Herts
SG8 6EA
From. Courir.rlior 5GM Kndrsitry
Gamhngay. Amngton. Halley, Longstowe. Croydon
& U. Granaderi
March 3’ 20115

Dear Grace
Re Arñnon Parish_Plan

As you know have been following the progress of the Arrington Parish Plan process
with keen interest I
think it is a very important piece of work produced for and by local people and I
think your survey
response rate of 81% of the village population shows that most people also consider
it important and
worth participating in.
Some of the results are going to be difficult to achieve as you know. For example
many residents are
coking for a bypass to the village. This will never happen. What it does is highlight
to County Council
officers the importance residents attach to their requests for traffic calming and
speed reduction
measures on the A1198. Those are things we can continue to ask for and which
I am sure you are
incorporating in the Way Forward.
The introduction of the new Post Office facility at the Hardwicke Arms is one of the
village facilities
requested by residents and I am sure that the Parish Plan results were instrumental
in persuading both
the Post Office and landlord to give their support. So residents I hope can already
see the benefit in
having participated in the Plan process.
As we go forward the Parish Plan will be very important. It may well be used in justifying
the provision of
playing fields and affordable housing to name but two. I look forward to seeing
the further development of
the themes that residents expressed favour for such as these and of course I remain
extremely
interested and supportive of the Parish Plan and the team behind it.
—

Yoi.rs sincerely

/

.

Jj4//Vl/V4t1
Sebastian Kinderstey

/
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MEMBERS OF THE STEERING GROUP
Jack Christy
Grace Everson
Roger Howell
Ann Lattion
Lee Lattion
Bruce Newton
Deborah Pearce
Tom Taylor
Roger Wood
During the time we unfortunately lost the services of
Jack Christy
Roger Howell

We acknowledge the participation of the villagers of Arrington and the donations by
way
of prizes in the draw organised in conjunction with the village questionnaire.
We
acknowledge the help and support given to us by our County and District Councillors
and
our MP, and officers of both Councils. Our thanks also to Avril Taylor for helping with
the
editing on the Village History and the Hardwicke Arms for allowing us to use their
accommodation for our meetings.
We are grateful for the secretarial help of our Parish Clerk, Judy Damant.
The modern photographs of Arrington are copyright Malcolm Barrett and used by kind
permission.
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ARRINGTON VILLAGE PLAN

-

FOREWORD

Several years ago a local farmer and his wife decided to have
a bar-b-que to raise
money for the village church, St Nicholas. The turnout was marvel
lous and the evening
enjoyed by everyone.
The show of community spirit was one of the inspirations for startin
g our village plan and
although it has progressed slowly we have finally reached a conclu
sion.
The village meetings astounded me by the feelings of commitment
that it generated, the
number of residents who turned up and the needs that the village
rs perceived, as the
questionnaire shows. Arrington is, in its present make-up, a
“commuter” village and
during the day there appear to be very few people. We do have
a vibrant Community
Centre which is in the middle of our sheltered housing and new
technology has appeared
there in the form of the Community Access Point, where villagers
can use the Internet, or
other packages, or can be given tuition.
We have recently had our village post office restored, albeit only on
a part-time basis but
it is a start. It is situated in our only pub-hotel and the landlords
have been extremely
generous in allowing the facility on their premises. This has
been negotiated by our
County Councillor, Linda Oliver along with the Post Office author
ities.
I wish to thank all those who organised the village plan, the Steerin
g Committee. It took
many weeks of deliberation to decide on the questions, get them
into the correct format
for printing, distribute them to every household, collect the results
and getting them
analysed. Everyone is busy and until recently we had to manag
e without any secretarial
help, but our new Parish Clerk has stepped in during the past three
months and we have
been able to pass on a lot of the administrative work to her.
I apologise for the fact that we are well behind schedule but the staff
at the Countryside
Agency have been more than understanding, and we also need
to acknowledge the help
given to us by Cambridgeshire ACRE.
Mission Computers also deserve mention.
They analysed the results of our
questionnaire, gave advice on the format and have helped at every
stage. Many thanks.

Grace Everson
Chairman of the Parish Council and Steering Group
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A FEW FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT ARRINGTON
We have approximately 393 people living in 173 houses. It is an increas
e from the time
of questionnaire because of several new houses having been built.
The area of the village is 1407 acres (570 hectares)
St Nicholas Church
It has one pub/hotel.
A post office which opens on two days a week for two hours.
A petrol station with shop.
Sheltered housing with a Community Centre for the residents.
Village hail.
Village garden
Almshouses
War memorial to those who died in First and Second World War
Three milestones which are now listed.
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HISTORY OF VILLAGE
Arrington

-

Description and History

Arrington, “the farm of Earna’s people”, is the mos
t westerly parish in Wetherley
Hundred and lies on Ermine Street about 10 miles west
of Cambridge, a long, narrow
rectangle containing 1407 acres of pleasantly varied land
scape. It is bounded on the
south by the river Rhee, on the east by Ermine Street (exc
ept for an eastward projection
into Wimpole), by a track to the north and by field boun
daries to the west. A chalk
escarpment runs north-south across it, rising to 250 ft.
in the north, forming a plateau of
boulder clay on chalk. It drops to 75 ft. at the river, and
the southern half lies on gault
clay. Four small streams drain it, running eastwards
down the scarp. The parish is
sparsely wooded; belts of trees were planted near
Decoy Pond on Arrington Hill,
probably as part of Wimpole 1
Park landscaping. The area east of Ermine Street is
s
part
of the well wooded Park.
Early settlement probably lay round the site of the church
west of Ermine Street, along
which houses were later built. In 1638 there were nine
houses on the east side of the
street but in the early nineteenth century only two rema
ined. Most houses were then
grouped round the church or scattered on the west side
of the street. It has remained
much the same since, with some building in the north along
Ermine Street, plus some
infilling, notably the small modern estates of Clifden
Close, Church End and Newell
Close.

Most older buildings are two-storey terraces or pairs, probab
ly built in the eighteenth or
early nineteenth centuries as estate cottages. Bridge Farm
and Wraggs Farm date from
the seventeenth century. Opposite the entrance to WImp
ole Hall are six redbrick
almshouses, built in 1846 for Susan, Countess of Hardw
icke. She gave a weekly
allowance to the inmates, who had to have lived in Wimpo
le or Arrington for seven years.
From 1935 there was difficulty in filling the almshouses
and when they were modernised
in 1959 the residential qualifications were relaxed.
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HISTORY OF VILLAGE (continued)
Arrington

-

Description and History (continued)

Ermine Street and later the Wimpole
estate have dominated the 1
parish
s
history. The river crossing at Arrington
Bridge has been in use since Roman
times there is evidence of a Roman
“motorway
service
station”
with
stabling and refreshment buildings.
The seventeenth century bridge,
described as “one of the greatest
passages now in this kingdom”, was
probably wooden, followed by a brick
one that was replaced in 1950. In 1385
a royal grant of pavage was made to
the inhabitants for the road
s maintenance, with a 1401 episcopal indulgence for the
1
same purpose. Ermine Street was turnpiked in 1663. The Cambridgesh
ire gate stood for
a time at Arrington, later at Caxton.
-

The Wimpole-Potton road was a turnpike from 1826 to 1879. Until
1968 one of its
tolihouses stood at the junction with Ermine Street. A minor road
runs along the
escarpment from Arrington to Croydon. There was a filling station
in the village as early
as 1933. The present one, at the south end by the A603 rounda
bout, provides extra
services such as newspapers, cash machine and provisions and contin
ues a tradition of
serving traveflers near this point going back almost two thousand years.
In 1638 there were four inns in the parish but
by the mid-nineteenth century only the
Hardwicke Arms
then a coaching inn
remained, as today. It is an eighteenth century
two-storey brick and tile range that was
remodelled by Sir John Soane. Turnpike trusts
and other public bodies met there and because
of its position on the main road Arrington
developed into a centre of local government.
By the eighteenth century the justices were
meeting there and by 1851 the petty sessions
for the Arrington and Melbourn division were
held there. A police station was built about 1866 opposite the Hardw
icke Arms and the
sessions were held in it until 1958, when the court transferred to Melbo
urn. By 1968 the
police station was converted to private housing. With the village hail
adjacent and the
Post Office inside, the Hardwicke Arms still forms the village centre.
-

-
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HISTORY OF VILLAGE (continued)
Arrington

-

Description and History (continued)

r

Arrington has always been a small village. The 1086
Domesday Book records 17 people. There were 41 in
1279, but the size of the church suggests a large
r
population. In 1327 only 25 people were assessed for tax,
but in 1377 taxpayers numbered 119. In 1676 there were
said to be 55 adults in the parish. It was one of the least
populous parishes in
the Hundred in 1801 with 190 inhabitants, rising to 317
in 1841. It fell to 257 in 1881, and to 200 in 1921, its
fortunes dwindling with the Wimpole estate. The
temporary military hospital in Wimpole Park probably
accounted for the rise to 648 in 1951, for by 1961 it
had fallen to 360. It is currently 379. Its position at the
intersection of major roads still has an effect it has
become a favourite location for commuters to
Cambridge and London.
-

Early Development
Records of estate ownership at Arrington appear as early as
950. Much land in the area
changed ownership as marriages occurred between mem
bers of aristocratic families with
large holdings it was owned in early Medieval times by the
Earls of Gloucester and then
Winchester. Several estates interestingly passed down
the female line
the most
powerful woman was the thirteenth century Maud de Dive,
whose land passed to her
three granddaughters as separate manors. Other land
was held by the Knights
Hospitaller of Jerusalem and the Abbey of Montvilliers in
France. By the early fifteenth
century much of the 1
village land was in the hands of the Chicheley family, who
s
built the
first manor house at Wimpole Hall and were still acquiring land
in the 1660s. There were
also tenant farmers four in 1491 and 15 by 1650. In 1662,
the hearth tax records one
large house in Arrington with eleven hearths, occupied by
Robert Ayres, and in 1680 a 2acre manor called Nether Hall was recorded. No later trace
of a manor house has been
found. From then until the 1920s, under successive
generations of Chicheleys,
Hardwickes and Clifdens, Arrington was primarily an estate
village for Wimpole Hall.
-

-

-

Economic and Agricultural History
Arrington has always been predominantly agricultural.
The 1086 Domesday Book
assesses Arrington at 4 hides divided into two estates. 3-an
d-a-half hides held by Earl
Roger of Shrewsbury were valued at £11. The smaller estat
e, of Count Alan of Brittany,
contained half a hide said to be worth lOs. The estates toge
ther supported 8 villeins, 6
collars, 3 serfs and 195 sheep.
In 1279 Arrington was divided into four estates, all 100 acres
or more. By 1327, tax
returns suggest that though Arrington was a small village
it was not poorer than its
neighbours. The average assessment per individual was
higher than for any other parish
in the Hundred.
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HISTORY OF VILLAGE (continued)
Economic and Agricultural History (continued)
By about 1680, Thomas Chicheley had completed the enclosure of village comm
on land
which had been intermittently resisted since the fourteenth century. After this,
there were
195 acres of open land and 27 acres of sheepwalk. Otherwise the whole
parish was
enclosed, mostly in parcels of 50-100 acres, with 33 acres taken into
Wimpole Park.
Most farms became tenanted to the Wimpole estate.
In 1797 there were 9 tenanted farming units. The largest, 503 acres, was
later divided
into three. Other farms contained 291 acres, 160 acres and 148 acres.
In 1813 there
were five main farms of which the two largest, held by Thomas Hayden and
John Wragg,
were over 300 acres. The nineteenth century was the heyday of Arrington
farming as the
third Earl of Hardwicke introduced modern agricultural practices.
But by 1891 the fifth Earl (“Champagne Charlie”) had huge debts and
five Arrington
farms were offered for sale with the Wimpole Estate, which failed to reach
its reserve.
The two largest were Church Farm (334 acres) and Wraggs Farm (295
acres), plus
Bridge Farm and Coombe Grove and Valley Farms which, though lying
principally in
Arrington, had their homesteads and some land in Wimpole. Both were
let at nominal
rents to encourage improvement. By 1893, in depressed times, rearrangemen
ts resulted
in smaller farming units. In 1920 the Arrington farms were auctioned and part
of Wraggs
Farm, Low Barns, was sold separately. Church Farm and Bridge Farm were
sold to their
tenants. The others were worked by their new owners and by 1931 the
s ownership
1
Hall
Arrington farms had virtually ceased.
s
of 1
Eighteenth century farming was very different to today in terms of yields.
In 1793 the
rotation was usually two crops and one fallow, and the produce of an acre
averaged 17
bushels of wheat, 22 of barley, 27 of oats or 12 of peas or beans. There were
500 sheep.
With improved methods, by1813 there were about 870 acres under cultiva
tion, with 22
acres of pasture and 50 acres described as sheepwalk. But by 1920, due
to agricultural
depression and the decline of Wimpole Hall, much land formerly under arable
had been
converted to rough grazing. A poultry farm was later established, but in the
late 1960s
Arrington returned largely to the profitable arable farming which dominates today.
There are records of a commercial mill as early as 1279 but after 1322
there is no
reference until the nineteenth century. In 1827 James Corney wanted a
loan to expand
his mill business, and his family worked the tower windmill on Mill Lane until
about 1908.
By 1926 it was derelict and the top had blown off. It is now used for storage
.
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HISTORY OF VILLAGE (continued)
The Church
The church seems to have been less pivotal to Arrington than in
many villages. It was
dedicated to St.Nicholas by 1506, but is much more ancient. It stands
250 yards west of
Ermine Street, in a similar position relative to the road as those
in Caxton and
Longstowe. Late in the eleventh century Roger, Earl of Shrewsbury,
gave Arrington
church and its land to the abbey of St. Martin at Sees in France. In 1205
Geoffrey, rector
of Arrington, agreed with the abbot to keep two-thirds of the church tithes
in return for an
annual payment. About 1217, Maud de Dive gave the church and
30 acres of land to
Ickleton Priory, which appropriated the rectory. After the Dissolution,
in 1541 the Crown
granted the rectory to King’s Hall, later Trinity College, Cambridge,
which took rent for
the glebelands and presented vicars until 1926, when it ceded patron
age to the Ely
Diocesan Board.
The early Medieval church was rebuilt in the late thirteenth century,
with a chancel and
nave of almost equal size and undivided by a chancel arch, and north
and south aisles.
The roof was thatched. Fourteenth century alterations included replaci
ng most of the
windows and probably adding the lead-covered timber spire. It later
suffered structural
neglect and in 1599 the building was said to be ruinous with windows
and seats broken
and the thatch blown off. It was necessary to rebuild the whole tower
and spire in the
eighteenth century, but the south porch and vestry were probably
not added until the
restoration of 1895. In 1968 there was one bell, made by John Dier in
1583, and an old
bell-frame remodelled in the eighteenth century. The plate includ
es a cup and paten
cover by Thomas Buttell dated 1569. The registers of marriages and burials
date from
1538 and of baptisms from 1550.
Arrington has a long history of non-resident vicars. In 1639 the
vicarage included a
house, barn and a rood of land, but the continued non-residence of
the incumbents led
the buildings into disrepair. In 1783 the parsonage was described as a misera
ble cottage
and in 1807 it was divided into two poor cottages which in 1836
were occupied by
agricultural labourers. There was no suitable residence for the incumbent
in 1873, but a
new glebe house was built and the curate was resident in 1907. Today
the vicar lives in
another of his parishes, Orwell, and the glebe house is a private home.
Even in the late sixteenth century it was difficult to fill
the living, and Henry Lilly (vicar 1614-42) combined it
with Croydon. Vicars were mostly fellows of Trinity
College who lived in Cambridge and usually performed
service at Croydon and/or Orwell too. In 1851 the
congregation totalled 78 and in 1873 two services were
held on Sundays with communion just four times a
year. Communicants averaged only 7 or 8 in spite of
efforts to increase the number.
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HISTORY OF VILLAGE (continued)
Education
Arrington had its own schoolmaster as
early as 1616. About 15 children received
teaching in 1728 and a Sunday school was
recorded in 1788 and 1807. In 1818 a
school for young children had about 25
pupils, six paid for by Elizabeth Countess
of Hardwicke and two by the minister.
Older children attended Lady Hardwicke
s
1
charity school at Wimpole, which had 15
children from Arrington in 1825. A mixed
day-school, started in 1823, had 20 pupils
in 1833, paid for by parents. It closed in 1836 and children attended day and Sunday
school in Wimpole, though by 1873 Arrington had a Sunday school with 40 pupils.
A mixed Church of England school, built by voluntary subscription and aided by the Earl
of Hardwicke, opened in 1878. There was one classroom with accommodation for 61;
fees were a penny a week. By 1936 it was a mixed junior and infants
1 school.
Attendance was 42 in 1879 but dwindled to 34 in 1906 and 15 in 1938, reflecting the
declining fortunes of farming and the Wimpole estate. The school closed in 1962 and
was sold in 1971 as a private house. Local children now go to school in Orwell, their
increasing numbers a result of Arringto&s modern role as a commuter village.
Further pictures can be found by visiting www. steve.odel@dsl.pipex.com
This will lead you into the Arrington website and the photographic archive organised by
Steve Odell of Wimpole.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST NICHOLAS ARRINGTON
-

The existence of a church in Arrington, is in a whole range of respects, completely bound
up with the formation and indeed the existence of the present community. The church’s
parish created the boundary of the civil parish and this remained so until very recently
.
1
The church provided the first education in the parish and perhaps more controversially
contributed to its ‘social security’ in the distribution of alms to the poor. It provided the
sole place for marriage, baptism and burial and still provides the only burial space in the
parish today. The church remains the oldest standing building in the parish and its
churchyard is probably the same area as when the church was founded. As a
consequence the church forms a key element in the physical and visual layout of the
present community. It is also the only gradel listed building in the parish and its
churchyard headstones offer a glimpse into the recent agricultural and social background
of the community.
The present building of St Nicholas is unlikely to be the first church building on the site.
As far as accessible documents tell us there may have been a church on the site around
955 (a hundred years before the Battle of Hastings). It was certainly there by ci 087.
This church had its own priest and lands for the church’s upkeep but prior to that, any
older foundation would have been served from a head church or Minster
. However, the
2
present building only dates from the early i3C., although the tub font appears to predate
the present church and implies that baptism occurred on this site before the present
church was built. During emergency excavations in 1999 a massive boulder was found
buried under the East wall and under the remnants of the medieval floor of the former
south aisle there were also found traces of burning. Whether this indicates the existence
of a wooden church can only be speculation. Its dedication to St. Nicholas is certainly
medieval and once again it may well be its original dedication.
The present building was originally larger than what we see today as there were aisles
on both the north and south sides of the church. These seem to have been pulled down
around 1600 as the brick used is similar to that used in the blocking of key pre
reformation elements such as the priest’s door and the squint that offered a view to those
taking Communion inside. There were other alterations at some time after 1600,
because there is both historical and physical evidence for a thatched roof (a drip stone
on the tower, and verbal accounts of reed straw when the roof was retiled in the 1980’s
as well as historical documents). The pillars that once divided nave and aisle and which
once stood free in the church and are now embedded in the north and south walls and
were hacked away to accommodate pews probably similar to the ones in Croydon today.
The ceiling may also date from around 1600 as there appears to be a blocked window in
the tower. This would have given a view into the church but only if the ceiling was not
there. The interior of the church was never wholly whitewashed and there is still
evidence for red and yellow painted blocks of colour on the north arcade and red
colouring in the double piscina.

I The extent of the civil parish used to extend into Wimpole
Park in the same way as the ecclesiastical parish, however in the last
two or three years the civil parish boundary is shown along a new line and as yet no one has been able to confirm when this
boundary changed. Whether this change has occurred as a deliberate decision or whether it has come about through a
misunderstanding is not clear and an investigation through the County Council is still underway.
2 As Arrington is in the old civil district of Wetherley,
then Cambridge (Castle Hill) would probably have been the Minster.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST NICHOLAS
(continued)

-

ARRINGTON

Perhaps the pride of Arrington is in the complete Chancel of c1230. What we see is a
complete architectural scheme of that date. There is the priest’s door, the squint, and an
uncommon double piscina of a design that suggests that the craftsmen who built it (and
thus the church) came from the building of a monastery in Cambridge
. The design of
3
this Gothic chancel was a radical departure from Norman Architecture in that it filled the
chancel with light as opposed to darker churches of the previous period. Indeed the lack
of surviving windows contemporary to the chancel, in the remaining nave of the church,
may indicate that the church at this end was quite dark. The chancel is mirrored by the
tower, which again with its 13C west window poured light into the nave through the 13C
tower arch.
Changes that occurred in the religious life of the nation in the 16C are of course felt in
Arrington church. The church was no longer served by its own priest but often shared a
vicar with Wimpole or Croydon. The upkeep of the chancel passed from the Prioress of
Ickleton to the newly endowed Trinity College in Cambridge. Dissent from the newly
formed Church of England was comparatively rare. This period also saw its first school
established in the church through the teaching of (at first an un-licensed) John Wickes in
1664. The village had to wait until the 19C to see the establishment of the first purpose
built school and school building, which was also a Church School. This of course
remained until the school was amalgamated with Petersfield School in Orwell during
1962, but Arrington still to this day returns a school governor to Petersfield.
The plagues and social unease of the 1 7C are reflected in the parish registers, which still
survive from the 16C. So Arrington like many other churches on Ermine Street started to
receive the bodies of those that died as they reached the parish a number of them
unknown. This period also saw the demise of many ancient families as their farms and
lands came into the possession of the Chicheleys and later Hardwicke families. Wimpole
Park was extended into Arrington Parish and nearly all the homesteads on the eastern
side of the road disappeared apart from two that still remain
.
4
-

The headstones and markers in the churchyard reflect a new, mostly 19C social order,
that grew under the Landlordship of the Hardwickes. The Russell and Wragg families,
who leased ground from the Hardwicke estate, now start to fill the high status plots in the
south churchyard. Whereas in the north churchyard are the graves of the influential
landlords of the Hardwicke Arms the Meyer family of whom at least one came from
Switzerland. Somewhere there are graves of the French family who gave the name to
French House on Arrington Hill. Finally the Rectory that had survived against all the
odds was also replaced in the 19C by a new building only to be sold as the Diocese of
Ely restructured itself so the parish is served by clergy from Orwell.
-

4

St Radegund’s nunnery, now Jesus College.
The Hardwicke Arms and Rose and Acacia cottages (formerly a single homestead).
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MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY
As a boy of 7 in 1947, I remember the 4ff (1.2 metre) of snow in front of my
grandmother’s house. Orchards with a variety of fruit one only dreams of to-day. Not to
mention walnuts, Filbert nuts and figs. These had all served everyone well in those war
years just before. Pigs ate the fallen fruit and we ate the pigs. Most farms in the area had
a dairy. Milk was sent to Royston to catch the milk train to Kings X at 5-30 am. Winters
were harder as in 1963 when the Cam froze over to allow skating along the backs of the
colleges. Most winters allowed skating at Swavesey where they flooded a field on a
regular basis. Living next to the church, brings back memories of the run up to
Christmas. Every one turned up to decorate their bit of the church. Rivalry and poaching
of each other’s areas caused many an argument; even the pets got in on the act with
dogs fighting in the aisle. The outcome was always the same, a church bedecked with
enough Ivy, Holly and Mistletoe to run Spitalfields market and to support a bonfire to rival
th
November 5
The zenith of which were the oil lamps of all shapes and sizes in highly polished brass.
The atmosphere it created along with the tortoise stove on Christmas Eve was just but a
backdrop to the community spirit that existed. Most families had been affected by the
loss of a family member and shared what they had in surplus with others during those
fearful years. Yes even Arrington was bombed along with Wimpole Hall gardens, a stick
of bombs falling behind the church but failing to explode.
Church End: consisted of three cottages
one ex-farm house ‘Kingslands’ and
opposite was the vicarage with its 90 ft
flag pole and thick privet hedges. There
was no mains water until the mid-thirty’s,
so every house had a well or access to a
communal source as was the case at
Church End. There was a footpath from
the end of the church railings to the
doorstep of The Thatch (No 5); every
spare bit of land was an allotment or
someone’s vegetable patch.
Number
one had been the stack-yard for Church Farm; easy for the straw to go downhill to the
cattle yards below, until the fire that was. Joe and Arthur, the occupants of number two
were so frightened that they removed the thatch from their roof and replaced with the
then latest product, asbestos tiles. One was a keen organist and one small room in that
already small cottage contained a built-in organ leaving just enough space for the stool
and peddles. Their Rose garden opposite was immaculate.
Croydon Road: this until the mid 1930’s had been a rough track cut out of the hillside to
serve the village of Croydon, so had not long been surfaced. This consisted of a horse
towing a tar wagon with two hoses to two men walking backwards brushing the road;
others then spread by hand chippings already laid on the side of the road. This was then
followed by every boy’s dream, a steamroller that parked for the night in front of the
church, what is now the lay-by with a pail in the funnel to damp down the fire until
morning. Remember every house had a fence and gate in front as it was still practised to
drive cattle and sheep to market (Cambridge/Royston) just as turkeys from Norfolk
ended up in London prior to the railways.
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MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY (continued)
Church Lane, yes Church Lane had street lighting but had fallen into disuse by 1940.
There were still three lamp standards of the original seven with their iron top frames,
horizontal ladder bar on oak posts. The pond was open one end for passing stock to get
a drink and the stables in front of the church had not long been knocked down. A thriving
milk business was run from the sheds opposite Number 3 and a footpath served all the
houses fronting Ermine Way, thus cutting the corner to the Hardwicke Arms. Besides
Church Farm there was only the pair of cottages next to the Limes and number 9 which
had not long been built by the local builder Walter Wayman. In those days he had a
handcart to carry his tools and it was usual to have wooden scaffold poles tied with rope.
A strong man in his day, for he witnessed me suffer a riding accident and carried me
home on his shoulders for over a mile, painful for both!
Arrington Hill: to me this was the end of the
world but is very much part of Arrington,
Coombe Grove and Valley farms lie beyond
along with the more recent Low Barns and Mill
farm created in the 1920’s after the sale of
various lands by Wimpole estate. Even the Mill
and there had been two, had its own well
although on top of a hill. There was talk of the
gun emplacements behind Lime Kiln Plantation,
ready to bombard Bassingbourn Airfield in the
event of an invasion. We must not forget its history by virtue of its name and topography.
As a small child my mother had housed the architect for the building of the hospital in
Wimpole Park along with evacuees from London.
There was then to be a second entrance to the
hospital opposite Wraggs Farm. ft would be highly
dangerous today and was becoming so prior to its
destruction in 1963. The speed limit sign was then
north of this position but is now denied by the
Council and remained there for many years. The
French House at the top of the hill had been the
gatehouse to a large dower house built on the hill in
the park. The track of which can still be traced
today.
Crow End and Wraggs Farm; for although we know the housing has been there for over
400 years, it is outside the village envelope. What a farce planning is. The cottages have
defied fire risk and condemnation by the authorities in the thirties to be saved by the
shortage of housing after the wartime bombing. The Victorian school building comes
next, and the question is why there? What other housing was there and where?
Wimpole Park absorbed some 30 acres of Arrington Parish in its enclosure, so there may
lie part of the answer. Since a boy the hospital has been of interest, for having seen the
th
cardboard models of what was to be built, to its occupation by the 8
Army Air force
personnel who flew from Bassingbourn Air field (not forgetting the 6000 killed in action
flying from there); to its use as a school and overflow housing from London and again a
USAF hospital for East Anglia with the thousands of births to USA personnel. The one
thing that sticks in my mind is the sounding of the US anthem night and morning.
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MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY (continued)
In 1963 Mrs Bambridge the owner of the Wimpole estate won her campaign, the area
being erased and returned to parkland, much of the rubble going to construct the Ml
motorway.
The Almshouses are opposite the main gates to Wimpole Hall, having been built by
Susan, Countess of Hardwicke to house the poor retired estate workers. Two married
couples and four widows. The garden was immaculate, thorn hedges clipped and a fine
display of vegetables. The Trust has always suffered from an impecunious state; so one
day sold 14 mature Beech trees from what is now the garden of number three. The rest
of the garden declined and an offer was received for a plot of land so that a retired
farmer could build his home. This was not thought a good idea, so the value was
donated by Mrs Bambridge to stop this happening so the land could stay in the use of the
Almshouse residents. This area has now become the Village Garden with unfortunately a
repeat of the history of the village room (Assembly Rooms) where the gift of such was
not legally conveyed along with such good intentions, so now has fallen along with the
Wimpole Estate into the hands of the National Trust, who kindly permit its continued use
for the benefit of all Arrington’s residents. Not a bad solution in the end.
Going south from Church Lane, we
have the Limes, Shop, Post office and
Black Smith. The shop bought and
sold local produce along with other
supplies and if not taken home by the
purchaser was delivered by bicycle
with the largest basket imaginable.
Run by the Goats family, their son
Alan and I used to play in the cellars
which were always flooded along with
other stores of the time. The Newells
ran the Post Office and Blacksmiths
and at its peak employed seven smithies/wheelwrights. Bernard’s sister ran the post
office along with Geoff Moss’s sister from Valley Farm. There were few telephones then,
a public box existed both outside the P0 and another inside. I believe they both had the
same number. Interesting times! Besides the usual notices there were large displays of
government warnings on the dangers of the Colorado beetle and to report it if seen.
Remember food was in short supply and rationed.
Opposite the shop was the new garage (Newell Close) run by Messrs Winterbottom and
Davidson. The hole for the very large tank being dug by hand. The access was widened
by the demolition of two rooms/sheds on the end of the Hardwicke Arms. The improved
access meant there was room also for the travelling fairground to visit the site, what is
now Newell Close and the Hardwicke car park. After the bleak war time years a little
jollity was welcome. It came at intervals three more times, the last two being held on
what is now Clifden Close which had been an arable field during and after the war years.
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MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY (continued)
The Village Hall was longer then; the Billiard club being built
some ten years earlier and
another room on the north end of some twenty feet width,
which is why the hail has
parking space there today. A sad tale when the
whole site had so called been gifted to the village. It
was realized in 1944 the case was not secure and a
compromise was agreed in 1945 and a new deed
drawn up but regrettably the Harwicke Arms and
land had been sold away from the Wimpole estate
in the early 1930’s, giving it precedent in law. So
even the compromise deal which gave it some land
both back and front of the hail has been lost but
retains access from both north and south. In those
years the hall enjoyed full use, whist drives, political
meetings, Union meetings, Club gatherings and Dances
were a regular feature. It was
clu bland of its day.
There was public transport with buses towing gas gene
rators behind. The billiard club
declined with wartime activities to become a green room
for small productions on the
stage at the same end.
Entertaining on one occasion Dwight D Eisenhower (com
mander of the invasion forces,
later to become President of the USA) while visiting his force
s at Wimpole. Heating was
by two open fires, being replaced by two tortoise stoves when
it served as a class room
prior to the building of Bassingbourn Village College.
In front of the Hardwicke Arms was the village pond with its
black railings guarding the
footpath and sluice gate on the end next to the car park.
This I am told could supply
water to the cellars of the H-A to flush through, eventuall
y draining to the ditch in the
wood behind. Steam was of course on the way out but was
still seen on some farms for
both ploughing and thrashing, the pond providing the nece
ssary water as it had done so
for transport. The horse was still in evidence but declining
swiftly along with the fortunes
of the smithy and eventually the village shop. Initially
the pond was partly filled to allow
the access to Clifden Close, eventually all to allow the cons
truction of Tamarisk cottage
on the site of the H-A rose garden.
The Courthouse; Arrington in the past had been a toll point
along with Caxton, alternating
between the two. Its importance was recognized as both
had their respective courts,
holding quarter sessions with the visiting
judiciary. Behind lies today Clifden Close but
was an arable field when ‘Britain Dug For
Victory’. Houses further south were sparse;
Chestnut Row with its old village bakery and
oven, together with a few new council houses
built for farm workers just before WW2. The rest
were to follow in about 1948. Clifden Close came
later in two stages.
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MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY (continued)
Besides the remnants of what had been small paddocks along the A14 (1198/Ermine
Street); remember most trades people had to have a horse for transport (Milk, Baker,
Coal merchant etc.); one comes to White Hall thatched cottages, later to have a
disastrous fire, followed by Pump Hall. Opposite came Eight Elms Farm with its large
mature elms in the hedgerow, a dairy farm then like every other farm in the area. Most
had heavy land and were difficult to cultivate so had a high proportion of grassland i.e.
Beef, Sheep and Dairy. Further south was (Q8) Webb’s corner, a forerunner of the motor
trade; recognizing a good site. Although not strictly a crossroads then, he had some of
the first petrol pumps with hand wind rack and pinion pumps with their glass measuring
globes on top. (You saw what you were buying!) Petrol had been about one shilling and
six pence! two shillings a gallon, and I believe came from Russia, brand name Power.
Further on comes Bridge Farm and the boundary to Arrington, the river Rhee. Opposite
B.F. is the war memorial to two world wars and the turning to Cambridge with a few
cottages and house on the corner.
On returning to Arrington one passes the old Cricket ground with its large oak tree, a
sorry sight to day. The ball did not always stay in the grounds with a few travellers on the
road being surprised on more than one occasion. The ditch at the end was also a
hazard, providing interesting interludes. (That word reminds me of very early television
before one got up to make the tea when the adverts appeared.) Before WW2 the cricket
ground had been in front of Wimpole hail. The upper end of the avenue, with the hall as a
backdrop.
Not Arrington but probably worth noting, the avenue was in its late decaying glory stage;
vast girths of trunks, most ravaged by wind and time, undermined by numerous rabbit
holes, for it was the era of pre-myxomatosis. Even the hunt would walk for fear of a
broken leg; all this before Elm disease in the early 1970s, following two drought years
South of the Cambridge road, the avenue had served the nation well, camouflaging the
wartime bombers parked between the trees between raids. However they did not stay
there long; the losses were huge especially the early daylight raids.
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AlTington

Summary

Village plan

of Questionnaire findings

The results:
Whatyousayyouwant......
•
Safer roads
•
Better policing
•
Better bus services
•
A CB postcode
•
A post office
•
More recreational facilities, and
much more.
These are not in any order of priority
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Introduction
In January 2003 the village plan questionnaire was
distributed to every household and 131 were returned
(81%) You have determined the priorities as in the
following tables. The Steering Committee considers
the results are a very good representation of your
views about the village; what you like about living in
the village and those things that you want to see
changed.
There will be a public meeting to present the full
results at 7.30 pm on 7th October 2004 in the village
hail. This meeting will consider the areas where action
is needed and prioritise them. Thereafter detailed
plans for the future will be drawn up. This whole
process is being funded by the Countryside Agency
and the Parish Council.
Please do try to come along. After all it is your village
and we cannot progress matters without you.

—The
Countryside
Agency
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Some facts about the village
1
The total population of the village
is 379 people living in 163 houses. This
survey is based on 81% of those who
returned the forms.
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The majority of houses have 2 people living in them, as
shown in the graph above and the village is well balanced in terms
of age and sex i.e. 134 male and 139 female in the adult
population. The majority of villagers are between 25-44 and 45-49.
Of the ages 11-17 we have 17%.
3 and 4

Graphs about types and ownership
U Privately rented
DOetached
U Semi-detached

0 Local authority
rented

U Terraced

U Housing Assoc
rented

O Bungalow

O Owner occupied

O Flat/rraisonette
0 Sheltered
DOther

• Part owned/part
rented
U House with job
U Other

We think these are self-explanatory.
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On the question of people currently in need of alternative
accommodation, twelve said yes.
The people who wanted to move gave reasons ‘for employment’,
‘family’ and ‘moving to a better area’.
Those who wanted to move could not do so because of price, lack of
suitable houses to buy, lack of local authority/housing association
homes.

Question 9 produced the following results. We have 25 children at
primary school, 24 at Secondary school and others at play group and
nursery school.
EJPby group
D Nursery school
D Prirmry school
0 Middb school
Secondary school
O Special needs
school

Question 10 about after school activities only resulted in six children
not being able to take part because of lack of transport home and
distance.
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Questions 13 and 14 on how long you have lived here gave the
following.
How long people have lived in Arrington
80
0.
0
0)
0

60

o 40
a)
20

E
z

0
<1 year

1-5yrs

6-l5yrs

16-25ys 26-5Oyrs

>5lyrs

Whole
life

It was surprising to the Steering Group to find that the majority of
people had only lived here for 1-15 years. Most people came with
their family, or for employment but a large number said it was an
attractive area.
C Errployee

O Unempbyed

On question 15 about
employment, it
showed that Arrington
has very little
unemployment as
shown on the chart.

U Self-employed/employing
others
O Self-ernployed/ not
employing others
• Full tine education
C Unwaged house
w fe/husband
Retired

Where we work

O Home

O Permanenl9
sick/disabled

• Elsewhere in A rrington
C Cantridge City centre
EJVillages west of
Cairbridge
• Addenbrookes
0 London
• Others (w thin 20m)
0 Elsewhere

Question 16 produced
this graph which is
self-explanatory but
the surprising result is
that the second most
popular place to be
working is home.

• Rojston
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Likes, dislikes and areas for improvement
On the question ‘what would you like to see in Arrington’ a pedestrian
crossing came out top, more street lighting second, more cycle paths
third, a cycle path from Barton to Arrington, more footpaths and more
pavements. You also said that you do not feel you can cycle safely
through the village.
Traffic noise came top of the list, with low-flying aircraft and litter next.
15% said there was a problem with bonfires.
There are only a few residents who now have problems with surface
water or storm damage but this is a question that needs to be
revisited.
On question 30 you would like to see local nature reserves and more
local footpaths created, which you said you would support, looking
after woods and trees and creating new ponds.
The majority of you said that you think that Arrington can
accommodate more housing (41.9%) and that the type of housing
needed was starter homes, semi-detached, detached, bungalows and
terraced.
Questions 33, 34 and 35 showed that the majority of us use oil for
heating our homes, that most of the village is on main drainage but
there are still 34 households without. On whether you would like to
see gas in the village, 71 % of you said yes, with 56% saying they
wanted Cable TV and those households not on mains drainacie
saying they would like to be.
How we he at our homes

Our sewage disposal

OSod fuel
• Wood

0 Mains drainage

oQ

0 Septic tank

lElCeSSpt

OGas
V

V

0 Chembat toilet

•Electncity

0 Solar power
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The majority of us rely on cars to commute to work and only 13
people are able to use the bus.
A large number of you agreed that small business development
should be encouraged together with small scale industrial
workshops. You want more jobs locally, and 66 of you asked for a
take-away food outlet!!
On the bus service, 22 of you said you used it regularly and 38 said
occasionally. Mostly this is used to go shopping. You did say that
you would use the bus more if there was a quicker route to
Cambridge and buses were more frequent You would also like to
see it cost less, have more routes and buses on Sundays. You also
want more buses to Royston.

Question 22 on speeding traffic, the majority of you
said you felt in danger in certain areas of the village
and you prioritised the following areas.
A1198 North/Arrington Hill,
Hillside Lane/junction,
Church Lane junction,
Q8 garage,
Croydon Road.

110

\

-

Overwhelmingly you want a lower speed limit in Arrington with an
extension of that limit. Definitely speed cameras, Children at play
signs and more road warning signs.
73 said they wanted a by-pass and 158 said a reduction in lorry
traffic.
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Question 36 on getting to Hospital, doctor, etc your main problem is
getting to the hospital, doctors and dentist, with chemist and optician
next. There is obviously a question here of looking at
perhaps a dial-a-ride scheme for the village.
You appear fairly satisfied with the social services
available in the village, that is health visitor, home help,
medical equipment loans and physiotherapy. The doctor and district
nurse got good results from you.
The Steering Committee were surprised at the overwhelming
rejection of having a Nurse Practitioner. We put this question in
because we thought if it could be arranged you would have a point of
contact in the village at least once a week where you could get help
rather than travelling to your doctor.
We were pleased to see that you think a Good Neighbour scheme is
needed. This is something that will have to be discussed to decide
how it could be organised and
arranged.
You did not think very much of the
police service. 33.9% said poor and
39.7% had No opinion.
Thefts from gardens or outbuildings
are the main problem, with house theft
second. Car theft came third and then vandalism.
It followed on that you want a greater police presence, improved
street lighting, more activities for young people and you definitely
want a Village Special Constable. You also want better consultation
between you and the police and this is something that can be taken
up by the Parish Council.
You know that we have a neighbourhood watch scheme and we were
very gratified to see that 97 of you said that you were prepared to
assist.
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A large proportion of the village is on the Internet and hopefully with
the prospect of Broadband this may increase. We did think an IT
access in the village hail might be needed but 173 of you said No.
The Q8 garage is certainly an asset to the village, but you want a
shop and post office and a cash dispenser or building society outlet
more central.
Regarding the CB postcode, 151 said they would like
to see the present postcode changed. The Steering
Committee feels that more research needs to be
done on this because it has been intimated
that house and car insurance would be
cheaper with a CB postcode.

Question 51 on sports activities attended outside Arrington produced
the following
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On the question of new sports/club activities in Arrington you would
like skittles, darts and basketball. The “other” response produced
Aerobics, keep fit, health and fitness, tennis, indoor bowls. The latter
has now started on a Friday evening in the village hail.
New sportslclubs n Arringbn
requested by adults

New 9JortIadties requested
by young people
DJ,o (adill)
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On question 54 the answer was overwhelmingly for a playing field
and hard core playing area. This is something that might well be
achieved but will need the participation of members of the village.
The answers to the question about the sports that would be attended
if this facility was available were quite low though, with 10 opting for
football, 8 for tennis, 9 for a Youth Club and only 4 for cricket.
The Steering Group were pleased at the response about visiting
Theatre Groups and this is an activity that will need a group to
organ ise.
The question of the village garden has since been superseded with
the Parish Council taking over the responsibility.
The newsletter will be produced quarterly as requested but at the
moment it is left to one person and we need more volunteers. You
said that you wanted advertisements, local events, letters and news
about leisure and sport.
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43.4% said you would like to know more about services in Arrington
church and 81 of you said you would like to receive the church
magazine. You need to contact one of the church wardens or leave
your name with a Parish Councillor.

So what needs to be changed?
The bus routes and bus timetables are a major concern, as is the
traffic and speed of traffic. We need to lobby for starter homes to
keep our young people in the village and perhaps to see some
expansion including sport and leisure facilities and a shop.

What happens next?
it is up to you. We need more people to get involved, take up the
concerns highlighted by way of action groups. You will have the
support of the Parish Council and the members of the Steering
Group.
The need for a playing field and hard core playing area will need a
group to research possible sites, apply for funding and the setting up
of clubs to run the activities.
If you are interested in helping with any of this then please try to
attend the meeting on 7th October 2004.

The individual comments you all made have been separated and
passed to the Parish Council, County and District Councillors as
appropriate.
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS ARISING FROM
QUESTIONNAIRE
The following concerns were noted for inclusion in the Action Plan:

1. Road Safety
One of the main issues raised in the questionnaire is that of speeding traffic through the
village. Main areas of concern included traffic on the Al 198; at the Hillside Lane junction;
on Croydon Road and Church Lane. People are in favour of introducing lower speed
limits, extending the speed restriction areas, and installing speed cameras and a
pedestrian crossing.
2. Small Business Development
Over 60% of respondents were in favour of encouraging small business development
within the village.
3. Transport
People said they would be more likely to use public transport if the services were more
frequent and quicker into Cambridge and Royston.
4. Environment
Traffic noise and noise from low flying aircraft caused some concern, as did litter and
bonfires.
There was some support for the provision of a cycle path and more footpaths and
creation of more nature facilities.
5. Housing
There was some support for the provision of new housing in the village. Approximately
30% of respondents thought there was a need for new starter homes and 21.2% for
detached houses.
6. Public Services
The majority of respondents appeared to be happy with the provision of medical
services, but were concerned over the level of policing of the village. A high proportion
expressed concern over house and garden theft and theft! damage to cars. A greater
police presence was requested. 40% of respondents said they would be happy to help
with a Neighbour Watch Scheme.
7. Amenities
There was support for a village shop and post office and provision of a cash dispenser.
8. CB Postcode
Approximately 50% of respondents were in favour of a GB postcode.
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS ARISING FROM
QUESTIONNAIRE (continued)
9. Recreation! Social Facilities
There was support for the provision of a playing field and hardcore play area, but there
appeared to be little support for the establishment of sports clubs such as football and
cricket.
A significant number of people were in favour of travelling theatre groups.
Provision of a regular newsletter was requested.
10. Church
A large number of people asked to receive more details about church services and would
like to receive a copy of the church magazine.
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PARISH PLAN

-

ACTION PLAN

ACTIONIHOW

PRIORITY

ACTION
START
DATE

PARTNERS

RESOURCE
IMPLICATIONS

PLANNING
AUTHORITY
INVOLVEMENT

Cash Dispenser

Further investigation
needed because of
risk and reassess
after post office
opening

Low

January
2007

Parish Council

Money to come from
provider

Yes

Register of local
businesses and
tradesmen

Use of Arrington
newsletter

Medium

Autumn 06

Parish Council

Nil

No

Small industrial
development to be
encouraged

Investigate
possibility of
Whitehall Farm and
other development
any grants
available?

Medium

January
2007

Parish Council

Nil

Yes

Highways and
footpaths

Parish Council
through Highways.
Roundabout to be
installed Church
Lane/Al 198

High

April 05

Parish Council
and
Cambridgeshire
County Council

CCC

No

Pedestrian crossing

Parish Council to
submit proposal
under jointly funded
Minor Highways
Improvement
scheme. Set up
Arrington Highway
Sub-committee

High

Bid to be
submitted
October
2005

Parish Council
and
CCC/SCDC
and Highways

£1 per electorate.
Rest from Highways

No

Foot/cycle path
Arrington to
Kneesworth and/or
Barton

Parish Council to
submit proposal to
the Environment and
Transport Area Joint
Committee

High

Bid to be
submitted
October
2005

Needs investigation
via Conservation
Officer at SCDC
Advertise in
Arrington Newsletter
for Countryside
Warden”

Low

Summer
2005

Parish Council
and South
Cambridgeshire
District Council

Funding from SCDC
and perhaps locally?

Yes

Parish Paths
Partnership and
Local Access Forum

Medium

Spring
2006

Parish Council,
PPP and LAF

LAF and CCC

No

ISSUE

BUSINESS

—

HIGHWAYS AND
FOOTPATHS

No

CONSERVATION
AND
ENVIRONMENT
Nature Reserve

—

More local footpaths
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PARISH PLAN

—

ACTION PLAN (Continued)

SPORTS AND
RECREATION
Hardcore and
football play area

Local group, Parish
Council and SCDC
[perhaps to be taken
into broader
perspective with village
development
(Housing)]

High

January
2005

Local Group and
SCDC

Parish Council,
local fundraising
and South
Cambridgeshire
District Council

Yes

Variety of activities
in village hall

Local group and
Trustees of Arrington
Assembly rooms

Medium

January
2006

Local group to
organize and
Village Hall
committee

Should be selffinancial. Initial
start up maybe
grant from Sports
for All

No

Set up regular
surgeries in village with
local Community Beat
Officer

High

February
2005

Local coordinator/Parish
Council/Sheltered
Housing

None

No

Investigate outside
sponsorship/grants/etc.
Need to set up
Transport Group

Medium

Summer
2005

Parish Council
and local
businesses

None

No

Investigate scope
for additional
housing especalIy
starter homes

Set up “Village
Enhancement
Committee”. Work
with District Council
allow building outside
village envelope? LDF
consultation

Medium

February
2005

Parish Council
and South
Cambridgeshire
District Council

None

Yes

Gas supply to
village/Cable/etc

Set up Village
Enhancement
Committee”

Low

Summer
2007

Supply
companies

None

No

YOUTH
See Sport and
recreation

COMMUNITY
SAFETY
Policing

TRANSPORT
Investigate
Community
busltransport

HOUSING

—

PARISH
COUNCIL
Village newsletter

Parish Council would
need to get
volunteer(s) from
village

High

Spring
2005

Parish Council
and others locally

Paid for by Parish
Council

No

Post Code
implications

Investigate Parish
Council’s progress

Medium

Summer
2006

Parish Council

Parish Council

No

—
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—

ACTION PLAN (Continued)

CHURCH AND
COMMUNITY
Set up Good
Neighbour Scheme

Set up Sub-Committee

High

Spring
2005

Village newsletter

None

No

Neighbourhood
Watch scheme

Obtain names of
volunteers and
organize

Medium

Spring
2005

Village newsletter
and
Neighbourhood
Watch co
ordinator

None

No

Promotion of
Church Magazine

Advertise in Village
Newsletter

Medium

Spring
2005

Village
Newsletter

None

No

Theatre groups

Co-ordinator and team
to be set up

High

June 2005

South
Cambridgeshire
District Council
Community Team

Cost of booking
village hall and
advertising

No
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NOTES ON THE ACTION PLAN
It has been pointed out to us by our County Councillor that some of our ‘aspirations’ in
the action plan may be a bit unrealistic and that we could be putting people’s hopes up
too far.
What we have put in the action plan is what was asked for by the villagers and the
timings have had to be a ‘guess’ in some instances. It has been passed to the Parish
Council and they have initially asked for a re-assessment of our traffic calming measures
in the village from the County highways team.
The post office is now open and we will await to see the problems, if any, that may arise.
With regard to the possibility of new businesses starting up in the village, this is down to
individuals and the Parish Council would be willing to discuss any new enterprises within
its remit.
Under Highways, the Parish Council will put in a bid in October 2005 under the Jointly
Funded Minor Highways Improvement Scheme for the roundabout and/or the pedestrian
crossing. Either one would be a deterrent to speed in the village and the pedestrian
crossing will be dependent on the difficulty that people have crossing the road to access
the post office. We may need to get a petition signed to present to the Committee and
will need villagers’ support in signing.
On this matter we would need everyone’s help. We will need to compile a dossier of
every instant that is considered dangerous or excessive speed and will ask everyone to
let a Parish Councillor have dates, times and if possible registration numbers, together
with a description of the incident. This would be of great assistance.
It is understood that Arrington is scheduled to have the mobile speed camera but before
this can be used the usual protocol and advertising the fact on radio and in the press has
to be undertaken.
The cycleway. The Parish Council have contacted the person who oversees the
cycleway project. It is understood that the money is not as readily available as in the
past but this matter will be pursued.
On the Nature Reserve we need to involve people in the village and the Conservation
Officer of SCDC. The Parish Council has already taken steps to make parts of Arrington
conservation areas and progress will be reported.
If and when land may become available the Parish Council will bear in mind that there
has been a signal from the villagers for the provision of more footpaths.
The play area for the children of the village is under investigation at the moment and Liz
Galpin with the help of Debbie Pearce has taken on this task. By the time this report is
published there will have been a meeting of parents and children to establish exactly
what they think they need.
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NOTES ON THE ACTION PLAN (Continued)
With regard to activities in the village hall, this is a mailer of residents deciding exactly
what they want and establishing with the Trustees that the time, day is available and
whether the activity is appropriate to the village hall. We will be asking for volunteers to
help organise such activities as are requested.
The local community beat officer at a village meeting was subjected to a lot of
dissatisfaction from the villagers. He has since been moved to different duties, and his
successor will, hopefully continue his initiatives and set up a surgery/workshop. He has
called on Arrington villagers to be more proactive in neighbourhood watch and before his
departure was going to organise a Neighbourhood Watch village meeting. Hopefully this
will still take place.
Lee Lattion has already offered to lead a group to look at community bus/transport.
The question of affordable housing is very much dependent on whether land becomes
available for development and whether it is large enough to allow that fifty per cent of the
development is made over to affordable/social housing/starter homes.
On the gas supply to the village, it is not at the moment an attainable aim, but the Parish
Council will keep this in mind.
In view of the recent incident on the Croydon Road, it would appear that there might be a
greater incentive to press for a CB postcode.
The other items on the Action Plan will be borne in mind and where it is possible to push
towards implementing, this will be done.

39

