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ARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on Monday 20th September 2010 

Present:
Councillors Mr C Bonney– Chairman (CB), Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs D Pearce (DP),  Mr D O’Keefe (DO)

District Cllr Mrs B Smith (BS), County Cllr Mr S Kindersley (SK)
 

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public
In the absence of Mr Footman, Mr Bonney chaired the meeting.
7.30pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Mr Bonney opened the meeting by congratulating Mr Footman on his success with the recent charity golf tournament which raised over £9,000 towards the church and village hall funds.
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mr Footman, Mrs A Pearce and Mrs Taylor.

	

	2.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

2.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 19th July 2010
On a proposition by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs D Pearce the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record.
2.2 The Planning Meeting held on 27th August 2010
On a proposition by Mr O’Keefe, seconded by Mr Bonney the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record.

	

	3.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

3.2 Arrington Car Sales

Mrs Smith advised that she had sent an e-mail, requesting an update from the enforcement officer, following the June meeting. She would chase a reply.

	-BS

	4.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

 4.1 District Cllr Mrs B Smith
Mrs Smith reminded the meeting that the blue refuse bin collections would commence in October. She added that this was good for recycling but not so good for people with a lack of storage space.

There were still problems within the District Council planning system which was not helped with the new IT system and lack of staff.  Only 63% of applications were being processed in the designated timescale. It would be Christmas before they were back on target. If not this would be referred to the Scrutiny and Overview committee.

The Scrutiny and Overview committee had recently looked at the Crime and Disorder Partnership where there were some doubts about value for money. Targets included assistance with victims of domestic burglaries, re-offending and domestic violence. 

There were still some problems with the bus services and buses not showing up. Mrs Smith was keen to hear of any similar problems in the village.

Councillors were asked to look at the County Council website where there was a consultation on young people and children. Mrs Smith added that there would be no funding for youth services in the future and urged people to take part.

The day care facility at Toft, discussed at previous meetings, had now closed. Mrs Smith had met with Andrew Lansley MP to express concern over the distances having to be travelled, increasing the cost of transport, by those needing the facility. Mrs Smith asked to be contacted if there were any cases in the village.

4.2  County Cllr Mr S Kindersley

Mr Kindersley reported that he had heard through the grapevine that NATS were going to restart their consultation in September. He had made a Freedom of Information request for information from them was advised that they were not subject to FOI legislation. He added that as it was now well into September, and the consultation should have started, he would keep the Parish updated.
The Addenbrookes access road was due to open fairly soon. The road could not be used unless the user had business at the hospital. A vehicle recognition system would be in use to enforce this.

Mr Kindersley advised that Richard Preston had moved on so could not get any commitment from Highways as to when the changes to the speed limits would be made. As discussed at the last meeting, he believed a petition at this stage would not make any difference. He suggested leaving until the future of the area joint committee was known. He did not think there would be much sympathy as the mean speeds were shown to be low.

The Longstowe bridge had recently been repaired. He reminded Councillors of the roadworks on the river bridge on the A1198 which took such a long time. He added that the County Council could not make decisions about other bridges in the county causing concern.

There was a proposal for a community wind turbine in Gamlingay. Mr Kindersley suggested that this could take the pressure off Arrington. The Chairman advised that he had been talking to a member of the gliding club who believed that an appeal against refusal for permission for the mast was imminent and who suggested that the Council might wish to meet with the club chairman to co-ordinate opposition if such appeal went ahead.

A discussion then took place on the provision of services which would have to be passed down to the Parish Council’s when the cuts in expenditure were made. There were concerns that Parish Council’s could also be capped.  Mrs Smith stated that a lot of services would be put out to the voluntary sector. Mr Kindersley suggested that a way forward would be joint commissioning with other parishes to provide the services.
The Chairman thanked Mrs Smith and Mr Kindersley for their report.


	

	5.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
There were no items raised.


	

	6.
	FINANCES

6.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr O’Keefe, seconded by Mr Smith the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:
 Mr Horsford
Grasscutting June –August 2010                                                                             £108.00

The Clerk advised that even though Barclays Bank had advised they had stopped cheques issued in June 2010 because the cheque book had been reported missing, they had allowed the CPALC fee cheque to be paid. The cheque had been reissued at the July meeting. The Clerk had contacted CPALC to ask for the £115.33 to be refunded.
	

	7.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

7.1 Planning
The Clerk advised that planning permission had been received for 197a Ermine Way (S0685/10/F)
7.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
The Clerk then advised that she had been contacted by a District Council planning officer who wanted to check with the landowner, where the proposed extension to the village hall was planned, that they were happy. The planning consent should then be granted.
The landowner’s name and contact telephone number were given to the Clerk to forward to the planning officer.

	-Clerk

	8.
	VILLAGE GARDEN/VILLAGE POND
8.1 Village Pond
Mr O’Keefe reported that following a site meeting with the Highway Supervisor, Dennis Vacher, a trench had been dug from a drainage hole into the pond. This did help with the water level initially but the water soon drained out. It was felt that a liner was needed. A further meeting would be held with the District Council ecology officer.
8.2 Village Garden
The working party, as discussed at the last meeting, had met and removed weeds from around the play equipment. Mr Footman was now to assess the bark requirement. It was stated that another clear up of the garden needed to take place in the Autumn and it was agreed that this would happen on the 23rd October.
8.2.1 Village Garden Tree Work
The Clerk confirmed that she had urged the tree work with Wimpole Estates. She would follow this up again if a response had not been received by the beginning of October.


	-All

-Clerk

	9.
	HIGHWAY UPDATE
9.1 CCC Speed Limit Review
Following the comments made by Mr Kindersley in his report, it did not seem like the County Council were going to change their minds about speeds on the A1198. A discussion took place on their recommendation. It was agreed, although it was felt defeatist, not to pursue as a representation was not likely to get anywhere.
9.2 Cambridgeshire Advisory Freight Map
Again Councillors had asked the advice from Mr Kindersley on a suggested way forward and he had given a recommendation under his report. Mr O’Keefe stated that he had heard that the weight limit of vehicles on the roads was to be increased to 50 tonne.
9.3 Church Lane
It was advised that the white lines had been painted but the pothole at the end had not been filled. The drains also needed to be cleared of grit and a drainage gully, which was marked out, cut into the pond. Clerk to advise the Highway Supervisor. The Highway Engineer, Karen Lunn, had agreed to meet to discuss options for restricted parking on Church Street week commencing 11th October. It was advised that the best time of day for a site meeting would be early morning. Clerk to liaise with Ms Lunn for dates.
9.4 Cycle Signage and Flashing 40mph Sign

The cycle signage had been identified as being put up by the County Cycling Officer. The flashing sign had been repaired.

	-Clerk

-Clerk

	10.
	VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE AND LIGHTS

Mr Smith advised that small tree lights would not be powerful enough. Ideally lights with a battery pack should be used. Investigations as to something suitable would be made.

 
	

	11.
	SPEEDWATCH

Mrs Taylor had advised that she was willing to contact the people trained in the use of the equipment to find out whether they were willing to continue. This would be discussed again at the next meeting.


	

	12.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

12.1 CCC Winter Service Gritting Arrangements
Details had been circulated to Councillors. Mr O’Keefe stated that there was an improvement proposed with the gritting of Church Lane which was shown as being gritted along to Croydon. The Clerk suggested a list of farmers be compiled for the County to contact to see if they would be willing to help in heavy snow. It was stated that most of the local farmers already helped.
12.2 PPP Co-ordinator Letter of Resignation

Mr Murden had now formally advised that he would be resigning from his position at the end of March 2011.  He volunteered to help with advice for his successor. Councillors agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr Murden. The Clerk was also asked to draft an advertisement for the next newsletter regarding the voluntary position. Mr O’Keefe suggested an alternative might be a person to co-ordinate the paths with individuals taking responsibility for designated paths. This idea would be included in the advertisement.
Correspondence for information was circulated.

	-Clerk

	13.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

13.1 Village Cookbook
It had been suggested to Mr O’Keefe that a cookbook of parishioner’s favourite recipes be compiled, bound and sold as a village fundraiser. Councillors agreed that he pursue this idea.
13.2 Church Fundraiser
The Chairman advised of a ‘Taste of Italy’ night to be held on the 3rd October 2010.

13.3 Village Website

The Clerk advised that the entry on the website for Kaizen Karate, held in Arrington village hall, needed to be changed to show the details as 7.30pm -10pm every Tuesday. Mr O’Keefe agreed to arrange.  


	-DO

-DO


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.25pm
Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)
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