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ARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on Monday 19th October 2009 

Present:
Councillors Mr D O’Keefe)– Chairman (DO), Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs A Pearce (AP)

District Cllr Mrs B Smith (BS) part.

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 6 Members of the Public
	
	In the absence of Mr Footman and Mr Bonney (vice-chairman), Mr O’Keefe chaired the meeting.

	


7.30pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mr Footman, Mr Bonney, Mrs Taylor and Mrs D Pearce. There were no declarations made.

	

	2.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

2.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 21st September  2009
On a proposition by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs Pearce the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 

	

	3.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

3.1 Village Christmas Tree Update
Mrs Pearce reported that she had spoken to E-On and EDF Energy who had advised that to put in a temporary electricity connection would cost £2700. She had been advised previously the cost would be around £100. Mr Smith volunteered to investigate using solar lighting. Councillors agreed that it would be nice to have something in place this Christmas.
3.2 Bus Shelter Repairs
It was advised that there was a tiny repair outstanding which would be carried out after November 5th, which was when the vandalism took place previously.
3.3 Village Leaflet
The Chairman advised that he had received a response from Mr Footman and Mr Bonney. Once he had made the changes, he would prepare a draft to send out to Councillors for checking. This would then be printed off when required rather than as a batch by a printer. It had been suggested that a copy be distributed to all properties in the village so that everyone had up to date information. This would be agreed once the final version was available.
3.4 CPALC Certificates
Mrs Pearce confirmed that she had still not received her certificate. The Clerk had contacted CPALC a number of times regarding this. She was asked to urge again.
3.5 Footpath 7
Following the last meeting letters were sent out to the two landowners. The Clerk had since received a telephone message from one of them stating that he was too busy at this time to meet. He also indicated that he was not very keen to progress the reinstatement of the path. It was agreed this should be pursued during the winter when the landowners were less busy.

The Clerk reported that the footpaths officer, Mr Murden, had advised that footpath 1 was obstructed by overgrown bushes from a property in Church Lane. The Chairman would speak to Mr Bonney to see if he knew the owner.
3.6 Allotments
The Chairman reported that Mr Footman had spoken to Mr Morris, Wimpole Estate Manager, who advised that the National Trust were now considering a piece of land at Home Farm. There had been a lot of interest, especially from people in Cambridge.


	-GS

-DO

-Clerk

-DO



	4.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

4.1 District Cllr Mrs Smith
Mrs Smith reported that she had been asked to be the Member Champion for Children and Young People. As a result she would join the County Council Scrutiny, Task and Finish Group who were going to look in more detail into children and young people’s services throughout the county.

The meeting was reminded that the next police panel meeting was going to be held on the 21st October 2009 in Gamlingay Village College.

The issue of reduction in services for warden controlled housing was high on many people’s agenda at present. A number of communities had handed in petitions to the District Council regarding their concerns.

Members of the District Council cabinet had given an undertaking to visit a number of parish council meetings each year. Mrs Smith urged Councillors to invite a member to a meeting, whose portfolio was of interest.

There was to be a village energy show on Saturday 24th October at Impington Village College. The event was being run by Histon and Impington Climate Change Action in collaboration with the District Council. There would be all sorts of advice and information for communities who wanted to do something to reduce carbon emissions locally. The District Council were working with Cambridge City to produce a Climate Change Charter which local businesses and organisations could sign up to. A launch event would be held on the 23rd October at the Smart Life Centre in Cambridge.

The District Council grants to voluntary and community organisation scheme was now open. Details were on the South Cambs website.
Mrs Smith concluded her report by urging the Parish Council to have a complaints procedure in place, including the means to deal with vexatious or unreasonable complaints and requests.
4.2 County Cllr Mr Kindersley
A report was not available.

	

	5.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
The meeting was closed between 7.50pm and 7.55pm for public discussion.
5.1 Burglaries
It was reported that Cambridgeshire had appeared top of a list in the press as having the largest increase in burglaries. Parishioners were concerned that the remote areas of the village would be vulnerable. Mrs Pearce advised that there had been a lot of activity with Countryside Watch, particularly during the past four weeks. The Chairman believed South Cambridgeshire police were putting this at the top of their priorities and he had heard they were increasing their patrols during the evening. He would ask Mr Bonney to bring this up with the police at their panel meeting on the 21st October.

	-DO

	6.
	FINANCES

6.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr Smith , seconded by 

Mrs Pearce the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:

THE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER

Data protection renewal






               £35.00

MRS S WALMESLEY

Clerks salary & expenses 1/7/09-30/9/09

3 mths @ £231.83



             £695.49

Office Allowance




£  45.00

Postage





£    3.60

Telephone




             £    0.80


Mileage 30 (6/7, 17/8 & 21/9)@50.9

             £  15.27£760.16

Less PAYE   £139.10





                          £621.06

INLAND REVENUE

PAYE 1/4/09 -30/6/09






             £139.10

TOTAL








            £ 795.16


	

	7.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

7.1 Planning 
A planning application had been received to extend the time limit for implementation on the erection of a dwelling and garage, following demolition of an existing dwelling, at 14 Ermine Way. The Clerk was asked to arrange a planning meeting.

7.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
Mrs Pearce advised that the date for the Christmas party was now Friday the 4th December. There was also to be a major fund raising golf day in 2010 which was hoped would attract people from outside the village. The endurance horse ride would also take place again. The village hall trustees were forming a working party to put up the pictures, clock and carry out some tidying of the garden.
7.2.1 Direction Sign
There was no further update. The Clerk had found some papers relating to a request for a sign made to the County Council in 1999. She would include them in the correspondence  circulation.
7.3 Joint Meeting with Wimpole Parish Council
A very successful meeting had been held on the 14th October 2009. Both Councils shared similar challenges with the same ideas about reducing speed limits. One initiative they had undertaken was to write to the haulage companies whose lorries exceeded the speed limits, copying details to the police. This seemed to have an effect. Mr Smith suggested this should be an agenda item at the next meeting to see whether this would be something Arrington Parish Council could do. Mrs Pearce advised that she was surprised to learn that the A603 was also a wide load route.

	-Clerk


	8.
	PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE SCHEDULE AND ASSET REGISTER
The Chairman reported that cost of water pumps went from £80 to £800, for an antique. He would check with Mr Smith whether there were any markings on the pump when it was drained down.

	-DO & GS

	9.
	VILLAGE GARDEN
9.1 RoSPA Inspection
The Log Tower Slide still to be inspected, to see if any repairs could be made, by the next meeting.

  
	-Cllrs

	10.
	VILLAGE POND
The Chairman reported that the pond had been cleared out. It did however need a new liner as water was not being retained. A grant of £50 had been made by the District Council towards the cleaning and a further application would now need to be made to see if a contribution towards the liner was possible. Mr Footman had volunteered to follow this up.
	-DF


	11.
	HIGHWAY PROBLEMS UPDATE
The Clerk had tried to obtain an update without success. She would continue. It was reported that the gulleys on the A1198 were full. Mrs Pearce suggested Highways be asked to clear them once all the leaves had fallen.
It was reported that the light on the traffic island at the entrance to Arrington from the south, was out. Clerk to report. The Chairman had reported a streetlight on Church Street which was also out. He would urge this repair. 

It was then advised that the grass verge between the two entrances to Hillside had been cut as requested at the last meeting. Concerns were raised over the verge being protected and it was stated that there were wild flowers growing there.


	-DO & Clerk

	12.
	PARISH PLAN ACTION POINTS
The Clerk had prepared a list of action points and the current position relating to them. It was agreed that Councillors would meet at 7pm before the November meeting, to go through the list.

	-Cllrs

	13.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

13.1 British Telecom –Invitation to adopt village red telephone kiosks
The letter had been included in the correspondence circulation for discussion at the next meeting. It was advised that the Church Lane telephone kiosk had again been vandalised. Clerk to report to British Telecom.
13.2 Andrew Lansley MP –Request for information about broadband speeds
Mr O’Keefe advised that he was getting 8mbps which was the expected speed. Mrs Pearce and Mr Smith also felt the speeds were satisfactory. Mrs Taylor had advised the Clerk that it was generally recognised that speeds were slow in Arrington. After further discussion the Chairman agreed to speak to the webmaster to see if a request for information could be put on the website.

	-Clerk

-DO

	14.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

14.1 South Cambs magazine
It was reported that a number of properties in the village had still not received the Autumn edition of the magazine. The Clerk was asked to report this to the District Council.
14.2 Harvest Supper
Mrs Pearce advised that the Supper would be held on Saturday 24th October.
14.3 Wimpole Farmers Market
Mrs Taylor had advised that the market was up and running. It would be held on the second Saturday of the month in the stable block at Wimpole Hall. A discussion took place on parking. Mrs Pearce advised that there should be disclaimers for Arrington residents but there were a number of parishioners who had applied but there had been nothing forthcoming. The Clerk was asked to write to the Estate Manager, Richard Morris, to find out the position. 
	-Clerk

-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council Minutes

Monday 19 October 2009

