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ARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on Monday 16th November 2009 

Present:
Councillors Mr C Bonney– Chairman (CB), Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs A Pearce (AP), Mrs D Pearce (DP), Mrs A Taylor (AT)

County Cllr Mr S Kindersley (SK) part.

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public
	
	In the absence of Mr Footman Mr Bonney chaired the meeting.

	


7.30pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mr Footman, Mr O’Keefe and District Cllr Mrs Smith. Mrs A Pearce declared an interest under Item 7.2.

	

	2.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

2.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 21st October  2009
On a proposition by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs A Pearce the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record following amendment to Item 11, second paragraph Church Street to read Church Lane. 
2.2 The Planning Meeting held on 2nd November 2009
On a proposition by Mrs D Pearce, seconded by Mrs A Pearce the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 


	

	3.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

3.1 Village Christmas Tree Update
Mr Smith had investigated battery and solar lighting at various prices. It was agreed that as the next Parish Council meeting was not until the 21st December, Councillors would proceed with the purchase of the lights which were not expected to cost more than £50. Mrs A Pearce advised that the Christmas tree would be donated. The Christmas party at the Hardwicke Arms was to be held on the 17th December and it would be ideal if the tree and lights were in place by then. Mr Smith and Mrs A Pearce to deal.
3.2 Bus Shelter Repairs
Mrs Taylor confirmed the repairs had been completed. The timetable from the bus shelter in Church Lane were still missing. Clerk to urge with customer services.
3.3 Village Leaflet
In hand.
3.4 CPALC Certificates
The Clerk to urge again at the CPALC AGM on the 21st November.
3.5 Footpath 1 and 7
Mr Bonney confirmed that the overgrown shrubbery on footpath 1 had been removed. Mrs Taylor suggested that the Clerk contact the Rights of Way Officer, Andrew Stimpson and  Mr Murdon to find out some provisional dates for a meeting with the landowners. Once some dates were known the landowners would be invited to meet.
3.6 Allotments
There was no further update.
3.7 Distribution of South Cambs magazine
The District Council had advised the Clerk that they would speak to their distributor about the missed properties. They also agreed to post some copies to the Clerk but due to the recent postal strikes suggested the District Councillor, Mrs Smith, pick the copies up from the District Council offices on her next visit. Councillors living at the north end of the village advised that they l had not yet received a copy. Clerk to find out the current position with the District Council.
3.8 Wimpole Hall parking for Arrington residents

A letter had been received from the Wimpole estate administrator, Clare Childerley, advising of the procedure for issuing residents with car parking permits. Residents were requested to apply in writing, enclosing a copy of a utility bill as proof of address, and a note of the car registration numbers. One permit was issued per household. The permits were valid for one year. Ms Childerley confirmed that there were a number of Arrington residents with permits so the system was working.

	-AP & GS

-Clerk
-Clerk
-Clerk

-Clerk

	4.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

4.1 District Cllr Mrs Smith
Mrs Smith had submitted a report which had been distributed to Councillors.
4.2 County Cllr Mr Kindersley
Mr Kindersley had also distributed a report to Councillors. He then reported that the County Council were currently in a contractual dispute with the contractors for the Guided Bus. This was very disappointing as the opening of the link had been delayed a number of times. County officers were working very hard to resolve it.
A copy of the report on the A603 and A1198 road surveys had been urged. The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had been told the report would be available during the next few months.

Mr Kindersley then advised that he had visited the police control room in Huntingdon. It had been an extremely interesting visit. The police had said they would like more members of the public to visit. Mr Bonney advised that he had attended the recent police panel meeting and reported concerns that police officers were often a long way off when an incident was reported. Mr Kindersley advised that the visit to the control room had shown that police officers were deployed depending on the severity and urgency of the incident. If appropriate, officers from Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire could be called upon. Mr Bonney had also asked for crime statistics which Mr Kindersley agreed to follow up.

Mrs D Pearce asked if there was any way the school bus could stop on the other side of the road to make it safer for the children to cross. Mr Kindersley advised that the previous Parish Council had spent a lot of time trying to arrange this without success.
The Chairman thanked Mr Kindersley for his report.


	

	5.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
The meeting was closed between 8.10pm and 8.20pm for public discussion.
5.1 Privatisation of services
Concerns were expressed over the proposed services having to be taken on by the parish because of the lack of County and District funding. It was stated that taxation was increasing and the level and quality of service going down. The Chairman confirmed that if the parish wanted something done, it had to be paid through the parish precept.
5.2 Light on traffic island
The light was still not working. The lights in the bollard were also dull as they needed cleaning. Clerk to urge the repair.
5.3 Light Pollution
Councillors were advised that a lot of lights had been installed along the drive to Whitehall Farm and concern was raised over the light pollution. It was advised that this was down to the owner’s choice and, providing it didn’t cause a nuisance to anyone, action was not appropriate.

	-Clerk

	6.
	FINANCES

6.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mrs D Pearce , seconded by Mr Smith the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:

MISSION COMPUTERS

Village Newsletters






              £ 27.27

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL

Poppy wreath







             £  16.50

TIM SOMERVELL

Pond clearing (inc. £15.00VAT)





             £115.00

TOTAL








            £ 158.77

Mr Bonney stated that he was pleased with the Parish Council presence at the Remembrance Day service.

	

	7.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

7.1 Planning 
There was nothing to report.

7.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
Mrs A Pearce advised that the Christmas party was going ahead and would be held on the 4th December. 
7.2.1 Direction Sign
There was no further update.
	

	8.
	PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE SCHEDULE AND ASSET REGISTER
Inspection of the pump to see if it had any markings was still to be made.

	

	9.
	VILLAGE GARDEN
9.1 RoSPA Inspection
Councillors agreed that a repair needed to be made and it was suggested a local carpenter may be able to carry out the work. Mrs D Pearce agreed to make enquiries.
  
	-DP

	10.
	HGV ISSUES AND COUNTRYWIDE ACCESS FREIGHT MAP
A copy of the route map for HGV’s was due to be sent to all parishes on the 20th November. The consultation would run until the 29th January 2010. CPALC had urged all parishes with issues of noise, speed and safety should respond. It was stated that heavy lorries would not be stopped but there might be an opportunity to stop heavier vehicles. 
The Clerk to distribute details once received, for discussion again at the next meeting.


	-Clerk

	11.
	ADOPTION OF COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

A draft, based on a CPALC model, had been copied to Councillors. It was agreed the procedure be adopted with the proviso that the complaint would be dealt with within 21 days of receipt.
	

	12.
	INVITATION TO ADOPT RED TELEPHONE KIOSKS

The letter from British Telecom outlining the invitation had been circulated to Councillors. It was agreed that due to the amount of vandalism the telephone box received and the Parish Council would have to take responsibility for the maintenance, the invitation would be turned down on this occasion.
	

	13.
	HIGHWAY PROBLEMS UPDATE
The Chairman advised that the summary report in relation to the speed assessments on the A1198 would be with the parish during the next few weeks. He added that the County Council had advised that it was likely that the final outcome would support the current speed limit unless funding could be found for further traffic calming measures.

13.1 Excess speeding of lorries on A1198
Wimpole Parish Council had advised on an initiative they had undertaken which was to write to the haulage companies, copying details to the police. This seemed to have effect. Councillors agreed they should compile a list of the offending vehicles and their registration numbers. The Clerk would then write to the companies concerned. The Chairman asked the members of public present to notify the Parish Council of lorries exceeding the speed limits. 


	-Cllrs & Clerk 

	14.
	PARISH PLAN ACTION POINTS
The Parish Council had met prior to the Parish Council meeting to discuss actions outstanding on the Parish Plan. The majority of points which had not been actioned related to Highway improvements. Councillors had been made aware by the County Highways Officer that there was no funding available and any schemes would have to be funded by the parish. The Chairman stated that this would have to be taken into account when planning the next budget.  Suggestions were made for a pedestrian crossing on the A1198 and further traffic calming. Highways had invited the Parish Council to submit a detailed scheme so they could provide an estimate of costs.


	

	15.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

All correspondence requiring action was discussed during the meeting. Correspondence for information was circulated to Councillors.
	

	16.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

16.1 Tree Warden meeting
Mrs D Pearce reported that she had attended a meeting at the District Council offices. They were trying to re-establish the Tree Officer role of someone in the village able to gather information on trees, give advice and encourage tree planting. Mrs Pearce asked for any volunteers to contact the Parish Council.
16.2 Village Photographs
Mrs A Pearce apologised for the delay in passing the old photographs around. She advised that there were some postcards which were quite valuable and suggested that once the circulation had been completed, they should be stored securely in the parish trunk.
16.3 Ermine Way Parking
There was a white van and trader van which parked on the footpath by 177 Ermine Way. Mrs A Pearce volunteered to speak to the owner of the vehicle.
16.4 Letters of Thanks
The Clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks to the volunteer who maintained and cut the grassed area by the village pump. She was also asked to send a letter to the parishioner who looked after the war memorial area.
16.5 Joint Meeting with Wimpole Parish Council
The Clerk was asked to see if there were any updates on discussion which took place at the joint meeting held in October. She was also asked to arrange a further meeting in January, to be held in Arrington.
16.6 South Cambs Website

The Chairman advised that the contact details of the ex- Chairman were still on the website. The Clerk was asked to urge the update.
	-AP

-Clerk

-Clerk

-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.02pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council Minutes

Monday 16 November 2009

