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ARRINGTON  PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual  General Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on 

Monday 18th May 2009 at 7.30pm

Present:
Councillors  Mr C Bonney – Vice Chairman (CB),   Mr D O’Keefe (DO), Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs A Taylor (AT), Mrs A Pearce (AP), Mrs D Pearce (DP)


      Mr Kindersley (County Councillor)

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 10 Members of the Public
	
	
	



PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
In the absence of Mr Footman, Mr Bonney chaired the meeting,
	1.
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Mr Bonney opened the meeting and asked for nominations for Chairman. He advised that Mr Footman had stated that he would be happy to continue in the position.  Mr Bonney then     nominated Mr Footman. This was seconded by Mrs A Pearce. There were no other nominations. With all Councillors in favour Mr Footman was elected Chairman. 

Mr Bonney continued to chair the meeting in Mr Footman’s absence.

	

	2.
	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Mrs A Pearce then nominated Mr Bonney which was seconded by Mrs D Pearce. There were no other nominations.  Mr Bonney was elected. 

	

	3.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mr D Footman and Ms Smith (District Cllr).
There were no declarations made.

	

	4.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

4.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 20th April 2009
On a proposition by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs Taylor the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 
4.2 The Planning Meeting held on 24th April 2009
On a proposition by Mrs A Pearce, seconded by Mrs D Pearce the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 


	

	5.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

5.1 Village Christmas Tree Update
Mrs Pearce would obtain an update from e-on in a couple of months.
5.2 Bus Shelter Repairs
Ongoing, there was still some work to be done on the roof tiles.
5.3 Village Leaflet
The leaflet needed a number of amendments. A copy was given to each Councillor to amend and return to the Clerk to arrange printing.
5.4 CPALC Certificates
The certificates from the last training session had still not been received. The Clerk was asked to contact CPALC to urge and also advise them that Arrington was not listed on their website as a member. It was also noted that the village was not listed on the South Cambs website.

	-Cllrs & Clerk
-Clerk

	6.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

6.1 County Cllr Kindersley
Mr Kindersley reported that the District Council Housing Futures vote was ongoing. Tenants had been invited to vote on whether they transfer to a housing association or stay with the District Council. He urged all council tenants to vote.

He then advised of the next policing panel meeting which would be held on the 22nd July in Haslingfield. There were some changes in the policing team so this would be a good opportunity to remind the new officers of any problems. Speed checks had recently been carried out in the village.
Witnesses had stated that the footways were being damaged by the road sweeping machinery. Both the District and County Council’s denied responsibility. Mr Kindersley urged parishioners for evidence.

The County Council were to meet for the last time on this electoral cycle, on the 19th May, and there was to be a discussion on the guided bus. Mr Kindersley, when questioned about the Addenbrookes access road, stated that discussions were still ongoing regarding the Hauxton Road section.

Mr Kindersley concluded his report by suggesting the Parish Council find out about visits from the Connections Bus during the summer break. There would though be a cost to the parish. The Clerk to find out details.
6.2 District Cllr Mrs Smith
There was no report made.

	-Clerk

	7.
	ELECTION OF WORKING GROUPS

7.1 Planning

On a proposition by Mrs A Pearce, seconded by Mr O’Keefe, it was agreed that Mrs Taylor, Mr Footman and Mr Bonney continue as the planning working group.

7.2 Website

On a proposition by Mr Bonney, seconded by Mr Smith, it was agreed that Mr O’Keefe, Mrs D Pearce and Mrs Taylor continue as the website working group.

Volunteers for the village garden and pond would be sought as and when needed.


	

	8.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

The meeting was closed between 7.50pm and 8.00pm for public discussion.
HIGHWAY PROBLEMS –The Chairman reported that the preliminary findings relating to the A1198 speed assessment should be available at the end of July and a consultative exercise should follow. If given the opportunity the Parish Council would make representations covering a number of points. The Clerk then gave an update, supplied by the Highway Supervisor Dennis Vacher. The capital bid for Church Lane for the repairs to the footway and carriageway, had been re-entered for 2010/11. White lining was to be ordered for the Church Lane bends.  White lining through the village and A1198 would be refreshed and an extra SLOW sign installed by the village nameplate at the Longstowe end. Nothing further could be put further up the hill because it would not mean anything. Signs could not be supplied for Clifden Close and Traffic Division had said that it could not make the A1198 a 30mph zone but Church Lane could be changed if the parish funded it.
WHITE LINES & CYCLE WAYS –The Clerk was asked to put this on the agenda for the next meeting.

	-Clerk



	9.
	FINANCES

9.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr O’Keefe, seconded by 

Mrs Taylor the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:

CPALC

Membership 2009/10






             £108.95

CPALC

Councillor Training 24/1/09 & 9/3/09




             £  70.00

MRS D PEARCE

Reimb. For photocopying (village footpath map)



            £   17.68

MR S ODELL

Domain reg Arrington.org.uk 10/5/09-9/05/10



             £  62.04

WICKSTEAD LEISURE

Play equipment for village garden (inc. £404.67VAT)


           £3102.47

SUFFOLK ACRE SERVICES

Insurance premium 1/6/09-31/5/10
£336.12

Additional prem for play equip. 08/09
£    1.91


           £  338.03

P  R Chilvers

Internal Audit 2008/09






           £    60.00

TOTAL








          £ 3759.17

Councillors expressed their concern over the membership of CPALC considering whether there were any benefits to the membership. Recent experiences with the organisation had not justified value for money. As there was a Councillor training requirement, it was agreed the subscription be paid and the Clerk was asked to write a strong letter pointing out Councillor concerns.


9.2 Annual Audit 2008/09 –Agreement of Accounts and Statement of Assurance
Copies were distributed to Councillors. A discussion took place on the return for the 2007/08 financial year where there was a problem with the asset valuation. The Clerk advised that the asset valuation for 2008/09 had been taken from the insurance schedule covering that period. She confirmed that variations in amounts between the two years would be explained to the external auditor. Councillors then agreed that the Statement of Accounts was correct and the Governance Statement could be signed with all sections showing Yes.

9.3 Review of Insurance Schedule
The Clerk had requested a breakdown of assets insured, as listed on the insurance renewal schedule, from Suffolk ACRE. Once this was received she would copy to Councillors to make sure all assets were included. This would be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.


	-Clerk

	10.
	REVIEW OF POLICIES AND STANDING ORDERS
Mr Bonney said that the Council wanted to acknowledge the efforts that Malcolm Barrett,  its former chairman, had put into the preparation of policies specifically for Arrington PC but felt that the  present Council would be better served by a single constitutional document containing only those provisions essential to the conduct of business. The non-mandatory Standing Orders had been suspended at the January 2009 Parish Council meeting. NALC were in the process of a review and would consult the Parish Council’s once the review had taken place. Mr Bonney added that at that time the Parish Council could include additional standing orders to cover some of the policy points. A discussion on examples took place. It was then proposed by Mr O’Keefe, seconded by Mr Smith that the present suspension of non mandatory standing orders continue until further notice, and the policies compiled specifically for Arrington Parish Council not be renewed. All Councillors were in agreement.

	

	11.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

11.1 Planning 
The Clerk reported that the District Council had refused the planning application relating to 9 The Hillside for a garage and workshop.

11.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
Mrs A Pearce reported that a meeting had been held to discuss all the work required in the building including the knocking down and rebuilding of a store cupboard, which was leaking badly, and the removal and relaying of the hall floor. A business plan was to be compiled and a bid made for lottery funding. Mrs Pearce added that in the next three weeks work would be carried out on the fire door, and surrounding plaster, and the down pipe on the recently replaced guttering. She confirmed that the store cupboard could be extended by 1.4metres on new foundations.  She also confirmed that the land on which the hall stood had been registered with Land Registry.
11.2.1 Direction Sign
There was no further update.
11.2.2 Appointment of a Village Hall Trustee

The vacancy had been advertised with a closing date of the 15th May 2009, applications to be sent to the Parish Council Chairman, Mr Footman. The appointment would be made at the next Parish Council meeting.

	

	12.
	ACTIONS FROM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
12.1 Footpath 7
Mrs Taylor queried whether there was enough enthusiasm shown at the meeting to progress the reinstatement of the path.  She added that the exact requirements and conditions regarding a permissive path should be established. The Clerk agreed to find out.
12.2 Allotments
Mrs D Pearce advised that there had now also been interest shown in the box scheme. A query was raised as to whether there would be both the allotment and box scheme running. It was believed there would but Mrs Pearce would check with Mr Footman. 
12.3 Fuel Club
There was no further update. Mrs A Pearce advised that the farming community were already in a scheme like this. It was agreed that an item would be put in the newsletter and if interest was shown a co-ordinator would need to be found.
12.4 Speedwatch
It was advised that there were a group of a possible six parishioners willing to be trained. The Chairman would pass on the details of the police contact to them. A discussion then took place on a speed check in the village which was carried out on a Saturday afternoon. Councillors agreed the best times for the check would be a weekday between 6.30am - 7.30am and 5.30pm -7.00pm. Mrs Taylor stated that speedwatch needed to be taken seriously, and evidence obtained, to prove to the County Council that there was a problem.

	-Clerk

-DP

-CB

	13.
	VILLAGE GARDEN
13.1 Catch on Gate
Mr Smith confirmed he had a catch which would be installed within the next week.
13.2 RoSPA Inspection
The Clerk reported that the inspection would be carried out during May and the report should be with the Parish Council for the next meeting.

	-GS

	14.
	UPDATE ON VILLAGE WEBSITE
Mr O’Keefe reported that Mr O’Dell now had copies of the approved minutes from December 2008 –April 2009 which he would upload on the website. The ‘eastspace’ website was still live, which meant there would be two live websites. Before the eastspace website was terminated Mr O’Keefe suggested that a couple of items of information on there be transferred. He would then speak to Mr Barratt, who had been involved with the eastspace site. Business and community links were agreed, copies of which had been distributed to Councillors prior to the meeting and Mr O’Keefe   advised that he would be sending out a list for Councillor action to write up events etc. Councillors agreed that the names of the Parish Clerk and Councillors be added to the website, with e-mail addresses, and that an antisocial behaviour press release from 2007 be removed.


	

	15.
	HIGHWAY ISSUES
Issues were discussed with parishioners under Item 8. The Chairman advised that more potholes had been filled in Church Lane and there were some yellow markings around the village which looked as if further work was to be carried out.

	

	16.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

16.1 Cereals 2009
A letter giving the overview of the traffic plan had been received for residents along with a notice for the parish board. Mr O’Keefe agreed to obtain copies of the letter for distribution.

16.2 Cambridgeshire ACRE Questionnaire

The questionnaire asked for views on the services provided. It was stated that ACRE were involved with the production of the parish plan. Mr O’Keefe agreed to complete.


	-DO
-DO

	17.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ACTION OF THE CLERK

17.1 Church Lane payphone
The Clerk was asked to advise British Telecom that the phone box at the junction with Church Lane had been vandalised. A fire extinguisher had been sprayed over it.
17.2 Meeting with Wimpole Parish Council
Mr O’Keefe advised that Wimpole Parish Council wanted a structured meeting and not informal as previously suggested. Mr Footman would be asked to contact their Chairman.
17.3 Parish Forum 
Mrs Taylor, Mr O’Keefe, Mr Bonney and Mrs A Taylor asked to attend the forum at Cambourne on the 30th June. The Clerk to book.
17.4 Morrison’s Bus to Cambourne
Mr O’Keefe declared an interest at this stage.

It was advised that there was a bus laid on from the new Morrison’s supermarket (ex Somerfield), to take customers to their Cambourne branch until the shop was ready to open. The Clerk was asked to see if the bus could stop in Arrington on the way through.
17.5 Neighbourhood Watch
The Clerk was asked to put this item on the agenda for the next meeting.

	-clerk

-DF 

-Clerk

-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.14pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council AGM Minutes

Monday 18 May  2009

