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ARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning/ Parish Council Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on Monday 21st June 2010 

Present:
Councillors Mr D O’Keefe– Chairman (DO), Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs D Pearce (DP),  Mrs A Pearce (AP)

District Cllr Smith , County Cllr Kindersley 

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public
In the absence of Mr Footman (Chairman) and Mr Bonney (vice-Chairman) Mr O’Keefe chaired the meeting.

7.15pm  PLANNING MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Mr D Footman. Mr C Bonney and Mrs A Taylor

	

	2.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

There were no declarations made.

	

	3.
	OPEN FORUM

There were no discussions.

	

	4.
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mr P Kempson –Four Winds, 197a Ermine Way –Extension (extension over existing gable frontage footprint and extension over existing garage footprint) S/0685/10/F
It was agreed that no recommendation be made.


	

	5.
	OTHER

LAND TO THE EAST OF 3 HILLSIDE –Change of use to land to residential and the siting of a garage and storage shed following demolition of existing outbuildings (S/0328/10/F)
The District Council had approved the planning application.

MINSTRAL COURT, ERMINE WAY –Notice of an appeal against the District Council planning decision had been received. It was believed this was in the parish of Whaddon and had been sent to Arrington Parish Council for information.

	


7.30pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mr Footman, Mr Bonney and Mrs Taylor
Mrs A Pearce declared an interest under Item 8.2.

	

	2.
	LOCAL ACCESS POINT –Linda Browne –District Council Community Liaison Support

Ms Browne advised that she was the contact for the Clerk or members of the Parish Council wishing to contact the District Council. She was also involved with the Neighbourhood Panel meetings and worked closely with the anti social behaviour officer and ACRE relating to parish plans. 
She then advised that Cambridgeshire had 52 access points with 11 of these in south Cambridgeshire. Arrington had been in possession of two computers for over four years and were located at the sheltered housing in Clifden Close. The sheltered housing officer was very keen to get people to use them and in most cases there were volunteers available to help. They were trying to get the equipment moved into the main hall to make it more accessible. Concern had been expressed by some residents so it had been suggested that to begin with access be allowed at the same time as the post office service. Councillors advised that they were not aware of the computers and suggested it be advertised through flyers, the website and the newsletter. Ms Browne to provide the information. Once the interest from the village was known, the sessions could be finalised. Mrs D Pearce suggested the facility could be useful for people going back into work.
Ms Browne then advised that the sheltered housing were going to hold a coffee morning sometime in October for ‘Cambridge celebrates age’ which was a national project. She would let the council know the date.

The Chairman thanked Ms Browne for her update.


	

	3.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

3.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 17th May 2010
On a proposition by Mrs A Pearce, seconded by Mr Smith the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record.
3.2 The Planning Meeting held on 26th May 2010
On a proposition by Mrs D Pearce, seconded by Mr Smith the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record.

	

	4.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

4.1 CPALC Certificates
The certificate for Mrs Taylor had been urged.
4.2 Allotments
There was no further news. Mrs A Pearce advised that she had looked at the ground at Cobbs Wood and it was not as it should be this point of the year.
4.2 Arrington Car Sales

There had been no further update from the District Council Enforcement Officer. The Clerk asked District Cllr Mrs Smith if she would find out the current position from the officer which she agreed to do.
	-BS


	5.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

 5.1 District Cllr Mrs Smith
Mrs Smith expressed concern over the day care arrangements for those previously using the centre at Toft. She had been in meetings with the County Council who assured her that people would be placed in a day care centre special to their needs. She felt that this was not happening.

She then reported that the last Government had a proposal to redistribute debts of district councils throughout the country. This meant that South Cambridgeshire would be expected to take on other people’s debt. In exchange for agreeing to this, they would keep all revenue from housing. Discussion had been taking place and the district council either go into the agreement now while the interest rates were low or refuse. The recommendation was to go in now but the district council were much divided.

As people were aware, there had been a lot of redundancies within the planning department. This and a new IT system meant that it was going to take a year to get back on track with targets.

Mrs Smith concluded her report by advising that in 2021 there would be a 20% increase in the population. A working group was being set up to look at health issues with young people. 

5.2 County Cllr Mr Kindersley

Mr Kindersley advised that with the new Government in place there were going to be further substantial cuts. Within the County Council 25% of budgets were disappearing and if the suggested council tax freeze went ahead, this would have major implications.
Mr Kindersley had e-mailed Richard Preston with concerns on the speed reduction proposals for the A1198. His response had been ambiguous and he was not committing to anything in case the budget was removed.

The changes proposed and agreed by the new Government were then discussed which included the abolition of the Standards Board for England, Future Jobs Fund and the cancelation of projects. Mr Kindersley stated that there would be hard times ahead.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Smith and Mr Kindersley for their reports.


	

	6.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
The meeting was closed between 8.05pm and 8.10pm.
6.1 Fire Hydrant Sign
It was advised that the fire hydrant sign was still lying in the ditch opposite the farmhouse entrance on Church Lane. This had been reported to the Fire Service in November 2009. Clerk to report again.

6.2 Overhanging Shrubbery

It was reported that the shrubbery was encroaching on the A1198 footpath from Mill Lane towards the Alms Houses. The Clerk had also received an e-mail from Mrs Everson advising that the footpath up Arrington Hill was very overgrown and needed spraying. The same for the path further on and up to Hillside. It was agreed the Clerk report this to Highways.


	-Clerk

-Clerk

	7.
	FINANCES

7.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs D Pearce the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:
 P R CHIVERS

Internal Audit 2009/10






           £   40.00

PLAYSAFETY LTD

RoSPA Inspection 2010 (inc. £11.03VAT)



          £    74.03

CPRE

Membership 2010/11 






          £    25.00

VIKING DIRECT

Stationery






    
          £    26.66

MR M J HORSFORD

Grasscutting March –June 2010 




          £  174.00

TOTAL








          £  339.69

The Clerk advised that the internal audit had been completed by Mr Chivers and there were no concerns highlighted. The annual return had now been submitted to Moore Stephens for the external audit.

	

	8.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

8.1 Planning
There was nothing to report.
8.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
Mrs A Pearce advised that Mr Nodes had prepared plans for the extension to the village hall to provide access to a store room from the main hall. Once all the paperwork was ready for submission, the planning application would be forwarded to the Parish Council for forwarding to the District Council with payment.  Mrs Pearce then advised that there had been a very successful pleasure ride which had raised in excess of £2,000 for the village hall, She thanked everyone for their help on the day. The event would be held again in 2011 on the 12th June.

	

	9.
	VILLAGE GARDEN/VILLAGE POND
9.1 Village Pond
The Chairman advised that it was in hand to contact Highways to see if pipes taking water from the road could be slightly extended to ensure that maximum road drainage was directed into the pond. It required about two metres of suitable piping, sealant and backfill. The Clerk to liaise with Mr Footman and Mr O’Keefe.
9.2 RoSPA Report

The Clerk advised that the RoSPA report had been received and was asked to circulate it with the monthly correspondence. Councillors were asked to look and see if there were any problems highlighted, and if so, they would be discussed at the next meeting.
It was advised that the swing may need adjusting and the Clerk was asked to bring the tools supplied with the equipment to the next meeting.

	-DF,DO & Clerk

-Cllrs & Clerk

	10.
	HIGHWAY UPDATE
10.1 CCC Speed Limit Review
The speed review for the B1042 and A603 had been received. As discussed at the last meeting, Mrs Taylor had prepared a draft response to send to Richard Preston, Head of Network Management. The draft had been circulated to Councillors who agreed it should be sent.  The Clerk was asked to send it out as a matter of urgency with a copy to District Cllr Smith and County Cllr Kindersley.
10.2 Cambridgeshire Advisory Freight Map

A reply from the County Council Officer, Robert Mulundika, had been received. The letter confirmed that the bridge was assessed in 1993 for 40 tonnes assessment loading in accordance with guidance at that time. Overall the assessed capacity of the bridge was 7.5 tonnes, based on accidental wheel loading applied on the verges over the service bay slabs. The 40 tonnes load capacity was for the main deck and related to loading applied on the carriageway. Mr Mulundika then explained why further assessment was not deemed to be necessary. A copy of the letter was circulated to all Councillors.


	-Clerk

	11.
	ACTIONS FROM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

11.1 Church Lane Surfacing and Traffic Problems
Concerns had been expressed over the pavement which was dangerous and uneven. It was also advised that there was a problem with Mill Lane which was also very dangerous especially for cyclists. The Clerk was asked to report this to Highways to see what could be done.
11.2 Aircraft Noise

It was stated that both aircraft and gliders caused a lot of noise. Councillors were asked to bear this in mind if an application for the extension to the gliding club competition period was received. The Clerk advised that there had also been complaints received in Bassingbourn but there was nothing that could be done. The airfield concerned was within their take off and landing limits.

	-Clerk

	12.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

12,1 SCDC Election of Standards Committee Members
Details regarding the two candidates had been received and Councillors were asked to vote. As there was not enough information Councillors declined to vote.
Correspondence for information was circulated.

	

	13.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

13.1 Removal of Orchids
It was reported that the orchids had been removed from the bridleway near Decoy Pond. The landowner was aware of this. Councillors asked the Clerk to advise the Environmental Health Officer and Bio-Diversity Officer. It was stated that there had been some problems with motorbikes on the bridleway recently. Parishioners were urged to make a note of the number plate if seen again.
13.2 Crime Report
Mrs A Pearce asked for details of any recent incidents. It was advised that there had been an item in the local press regarding a car theft. Mrs Pearce confirmed that there had been a lot of activity with Countryside Watch relating to the theft of house fuel. Four tractors stolen from around the area had been recovered.
	-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council Minutes
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