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ARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning/ Parish Council Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on Monday 18th January 2010 

Present:
Councillors Mr D Footman– Chairman (DF), Mr C Bonney (CB),  Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs D Pearce (DP), Mrs A Pearce (AP)

District Cllr Mrs Smith (part) County Cllr Kindersley (part) 

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 9 Members of the Public
	
	7.15pm PLANNING MEETING

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr O’Keefe, Mrs Taylor
2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

There were no interests declared.
3.

OPEN FORUM

Concerns were expressed over application S/1864/09/F. It was stated that the erection of a mast of this height, at the proposed location, would totally spoil an area of 2000 acres where there were no pylons or poles. As the proposal was to site the mast on a hill it would be visible from many miles away. It was also advised that when a parishioner wanted to raise his roofline slightly, the planners objected as Arrington was an enhancement area.

4.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Mr D Seymour -197 Ermine Way –Extension to form annexe 
(S/1833/09/F)

Falck Renewables plc –Land to the west of A1198 –Erection of temporary meteorological mast (S/1864/09/F)

Councillors agreed that refusal be recommended as the mast would have a visual and environmental impact on the village. The Clerk was asked to find out whether the area was still rated as ‘enhancement’.                                                              -Clerk
-No Objection
-Objection
5.

OTHER
There were no other points raised.


	


7.30pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mrs Taylor and Mr O’Keefe
Mrs Pearce declared an interest under Item 8.2 and Mr Bonney under 7.2.

	

	2.
	CAMBRIDGESHIRE ACRE (Mr Philip Peacock)

The Chairman welcomed Mr Peacock who had recently met with the Village Hall Management committee. Mr Peacock advised that a survey had been carried out on the hall and passed a copy around for members of the public to see. He stated that the building was not built originally as a community building and there were various aspects of attention needed. The floor was a concern as there were indications that the joice were starting to go. The heating system also needed to be brought up to standard. One of the main initiatives now was to encourage the reduction of the carbon footprint. Mr Peacock suggested a ground source heat pump be investigated to provide under floor hearing. He was aware that there were plans to replace the windows. There were a number of funding sources listed in the report for environmental improvements and there was also the option of the Parish Council taking out a loan. The current interest rate of a 25 year loan was 4.5%. This loan could then be repaid by increasing the parish precept. Mr Peacock agreed with Councillors that a loan would be the last option. He was asked whether in his opinion there would be any grants available. He advised that before funding was investigated, a schedule of work be compiled by the Management Committee and the Parish Council. Costings could then be sought and grant applications made. He added that the advice of the Conservation Office should be obtained for work on a listed building.

The Chairman thanked Mr Peacock for his advice.

 
	

	3.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

2.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 21st December  2009
On a proposition by Mr Bonney, seconded by Mr Smith the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record.

	

	4.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

4.1 Village Leaflet
Clerk to find out the current position from Mr O’Keefe.
4.2 CPALC Certificates
Certificates had been forwarded for Mr Bonney and Mrs A Pearce. The certificate for Mrs Taylor was still outstanding. Clerk to urge.
4.3 Footpath 7
A meeting had been arranged for Wednesday 3rd February 2010. It was agreed to meet at Mr Parish’s house. Clerk to confirm with attendees.
4.4 Allotments
The Chairman reported that he had heard nothing further regarding allotments but details had been received relating to the community supported agriculture scheme. Parishioners were invited to a meeting at Wimpole Hall on the 20th January 2010. Mrs A Pearce advised that she had recently heard the estate manager Richard Morris, interviewed about allotments on Radio 4. The meeting was advised that a new property manager was to be appointed on the 1st March.  
4.5 Next Joint Meeting with Wimpole Parish Council
The Clerk was waiting to hear suggested dates from Wimpole parish clerk.

	-Clerk

-Clerk

	5.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

 5.1 District Cllr Mrs Smith
Mrs Smith discussed the introduction of a new blue wheely bin to replace the recycling boxes. She advised that the cost would be £1.5 million to implement, with half a million coming from the County Council and the remainder from District Council reserves, repaid over ten years. This scheme should eventually become self financing. Staff cuts were being made in areas where the employees could not be kept fully employed, to help fund. The Chairman asked why the District Council did not find out the cost of continuing with the current scheme. Mrs Smith advised that Government targets on recycling had to be met. South Cambs were currently one of the best recycling authorities in the country and this had to be maintained.

A meeting of Gamlingay Environmental Action group was to take place on Wednesday 20th Jan, 7.30 at the Old Methodist Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay.  Andy Knight from SUSTRANS would be talking about their plans for a commutable cycle route between Sandy Station and Potton and Gamlingay initially and Cambridge eventually.  

The police neighbourhood panel meeting was also to be held on the 20th January.

A distribution of the latest South Cambs magazine had taken place. There was a survey included which Mrs Smith urged parishioners to complete. Mrs A Pearce advised that she had not received a copy again. Mrs Smith had some spare and passed them to her.

Mrs Smith concluded her report by offering to help with advice on fund raising for the village hall project.

5.2 County Cllr Mr Kindersley

Mr Kindersley reported that the introduction of the guided bus project had still not taken place.  There were a lot of discussions taking place within the County Council.
A lot of complaints had been received regarding the poor performance of the gritters during the recent bad weather. There was now a situation that only A roads would be gritted until further supplies of salt were received. This would have a serious effect on the highway network. Mr Kindersley expressed concern over CPALC advice not to clear paths. Legal advice had been sought by a Parish Council, and as long as the salt was made available to all, liability was covered. It was suggested the insurance company be consulted for their advice.

Mr Kindersley then advised that, before the snow,  23% of  unclassified roads needed repair. There were also serious problems with some bridges, especially railway, and the county had no funding for their repair.
The Parish Council were advised to expect the speed survey results on the A1198 and A603 in March 2010. He expressed concern that officers carried out the work without any local consultation, even though written representations had been made by him and the Parish Council.

Mr Kindesley concluded his report by confirming that he would urge the reinstatement of the 40mph signs at the entrance to the village.
The Chairman thanked Mrs Smith and Mr Kindersley for their reports.


	

	6.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS
There were no points raised.
 
	

	7.
	FINANCES

7.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr Bonney, seconded by Mrs  D Pearce the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:
MOORE STEPHENS

External Audit 2008/09 (inc. £19.50VAT)





£149.50

MRS S WALMESLEY

Clerks salary & expenses 1/10/09-31/12/09

3 mths @ £231.83



             £695.49

Office Allowance




£  45.00

Postage





£    5.00

Telephone




             £    0.80


Mileage 40 (19/10, 2/11,16/11 & 21/12)@50.9
             £  20.36
£766.65

Less PAYE   £139.10







£627.55

INLAND REVENUE

PAYE 1/10/09 -31/12/09







£139.10

TOTAL








            £ 916.15

7.2 Audit 2008/09
The annual return had now been completed and a notice of completion of audit prepared for the notice board. The Clerk reported on the external audit comments which recommended that discussions about risk be put on a more formal basis. Risks should be identified, considered, and any steps needed to mitigate the potential consequences should be agreed and the outcome minuted.  The receipt of the internal and external auditors report should be recorded, the contents noted.
Councillors agreed they were following the correct procedures.
7.3 Budget and Precept 2010/11

Councillors had met prior to the planning meeting to discuss the budget. A request had been received from the parish church for a grant of £1000 towards church maintenance. It was advised that even with fund raising, obligations to the diocese to keep the building in good repair could not be met. Due to the current climate, investment interest had plummeted. Church members had agreed to carry out the grasscutting themselves during 2010 to save paying contractors. Councillors agreed that £1000 be allocated, as part of the Section137 allocation. This would be explained to the village through the newsletter. On a proposition by Mr Footman, seconded by Mr Smith it was agreed that the precept for 2010/11 would be £9100, an increase of £200. Clerk to advise the District Council.

	-Clerk

	
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

8.1 Planning
The Chairman advised that there was nothing to report. 
8.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
A brief discussion took place on the future of the hall, following the presentation by Mr Peacock earlier in the meeting. The Parish Council would liaise with the Village Hall Management committee to prepare a specification of work needed.
8.2.1 Direction Sign
There was no further update.

	

	9.
	PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE SCHEDULE AND ASSET REGISTER
The Clerk had obtained details of premium for the parish pump. To add it to the insurance schedule valued at £600 would cost an additional £6.24 pa and at £800 an additional £8.32. Both amounts would attract 5% insurance. It was agreed that the Clerk arrange for the pump to be added at a value of £800.

	-Clerk

	10.
	VILLAGE GARDEN/VILLAGE POND
The National Trust had agreed to carry out tree work in the village garden during 2009. The Chairman had followed up the pond clearance by contacting the bio diversity officer, Rob McGovern, as the pond would not hold water. The Chairman also advised that there had been a grant awarded in September 2008 for clearing the pond. The Clerk was asked to chase this up. 

	-Clerk

	11.
	HGV ISSUES AND COUNTRYWIDE ACCESS FREIGHT MAP
Mrs Taylor had prepared a draft response which had been distributed to Councillors. It was suggested that concerns over the vehicle weight on the old railway bridges be included with a recommendation for an engineer to inspect the bridge at Longstowe. It was also pointed out that during the summer, visibility was reduced due to shade from overhanging trees on the A1198. The Clerk was asked to amend the draft, for approval by the Chairman.

	-Clerk & DF

	12.
	HIGHWAY UPDATE
12.1 Potholes
Potholes were reported don Arrington hill just before Wraggs Farm, on Croydon Road and Church Lane. The area where the sewer was repaired was also collapsing. There was a large puddle south bound opposite the garage. Clerk to report to Highways.

	-Clerk

	13.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

Correspondence for information was circulated.

	

	14.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

14.1 Neighbourhood Police Panel
Mr Bonney advised that he would be attending the meeting on the 20th January. 
14.2 Village Hall Drainage
The Clerk was asked to look back through the Parish Council minutes to find reference to the village hall drainage. It was believed to have been discussed between 2002 and 2005.
14.3 Arrington Garage
The Chairman advised that there had been concerns raised again over possible drug use. He added that parking was blind by the side of the garage. The Clerk to advise the 
PCSO and Mr Bonney would bring the subject up at the Neighbourhood Panel meeting.
14.4 Gritting/salting of Roads

The Clerk was asked to find out the position regarding gritting/clearing of ice by parishioners, from the Parish Council insurance company.

	-Clerk

-CB & Clerk 

-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.55pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council Minutes

Monday 18 January 2010

