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ARRINGTON  PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Assembly Rooms on 

Monday 19th January 2009 at 7.30pm

Present:
Councillors Mr D Footman – Chairman (DF), Mr C Bonney – Vice Chairman (CB),  Mrs A Pearce (AP),  Mr D O’Keefe (DO), Mr G Smith (GS)


      Mrs Smith (District Councillor)


Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 5 Members of the Public
	
	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR
Mr Gary Smith had expressed his interest in co-option. On a proposition by Mrs Pearce, seconded by Mr Bonney, Mr Smith was co-opted onto the Parish Council. He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk, and joined the meeting.
	



PLANNING MEETING

	1,
	AGREEMENT OF PLANNING WORKING PARTY
It was agreed that the working party would be made up of Mrs Taylor, Mr Bonney and Mr Footman. 
	

	2.
	PLANNING APPLICATION

197 Ermine Way –Extensions (S.2106/08/F)
Councillors agreed that they had reservations on the proposed shape and materials to be used as they were not in keeping with the surrounding properties. They therefore made no recommendation. Clerk to advise the District Council. 


	-Clerk



PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mrs A Taylor,  Mr S Kindersley (County Councillor)
Mr Bonney expressed an interest in Church discussions (item 6.2) and Mrs Pearce in the Village Hall (item 7.2)

	

	2.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

2.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 15th December  2008
On a proposition by Mrs Pearce, seconded by Mr O’Keefe the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 

	

	3.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

3.1 Damaged Wooden Bollard
The post had not been repaired or replaced. Clerk to urge with Highways.
3.2 Village Christmas Tree Update
There was no further update as it would be considered low priority, by EDF Energy, but it was agreed to keep this on the agenda until an update was available.
3.3 Signage on A1198
The Clerk had been advised that the Enforcement Officer was aware of the long term signage.
3.4 Hillside Lane
It was advised that the sign had been installed.
3.5 Bus Shelter Repairs
The repairs were in hand. The boards had been repaired but the repair to the roof was still

outstanding.

3.6 Village Garden

Following on from the last meeting the Clerk had contacted Acacia Tree Surgery. It was agreed a meeting with their officer and Parish Councillors would take place on Friday 30th January at 9.30am. The Chairman advised that he had spoken to Wickstead Play and managed to get a reduced quotation for Option ‘A’ replacement swings costing £2697.50. The District Council had offered a grant of £2300. The order for the equipment could proceed at the next meeting where this would be an agenda item. As the Garden was on a National Trust lease, the Clerk was asked to advise them of the replacement swings and copy the quote to them. 
 
	-Clerk
-Clerk


	4.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

4.1 County Cllr Kindersley
There was no report available.
4.2 District Cllr Mrs Smith
Mrs Smith asked that the Parish Council publicise the domestic abuse booklet in the village newsletter. She would also get some emergency contact cards for the parish.
St-art was a new group sponsored by South Cambs, Fenland District Council and ADEC. They had produced a toolkit booklet to help community groups fund, organise and market a wide variety of different arts events. A launch event was to be held on Saturday 28th March at Comberton Village College.

Mrs Smith confirmed that contrary to some press information there were no plans to have a third wheelie bin.

Councillors were asked to give some serious thought to the Parish Carbon Reduction Project and suggested a councillor, or person from the community, could act as a champion. There would be an article in the next South Cambs magazine and official notification would be forwarded.

Gamlingay were in the process of installing a skate park in the village. They were happy for people from all the surrounding villages to use it. This should be publicised.

The CAB were experiencing a 25% increase in their work load. The Council were asked to publicise this service in the newsletter.

Gamlingay Before and After School Care Club had specialist skills in dealing with children with a wide variety of special needs. A contact number was given and Mrs Smith also asked for this to be publicised.
There was now one set of equipment available to villages in South Cambs for Speedwatch. A training session was to be held on the 24th January and this still had some spaces available. The kit needed a team of three to run and would be lent for a week at a time.

Mrs Smith would be sending details of the ‘Slivers in Time’ project being supported by South Cambs which was a Government sponsored project as a business register keen to target the long term unemployed, disabled and carers.
Mrs Smith was asked whether she was aware of a ‘pay as you use’ bin. She confirmed there were no plans to introduce them at present.
Councillors advised Mrs Smith that the rubbish collection leaflet for the festive period was delivered to some properties on the same day as the changed collection. She agreed to follow this up with the District Council.

	-BS

	5.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

The meeting was closed between 8pm and 8.15pm
5.1 92 Ermine Way
There had been an application for permitted development on the site. The Clerk was asked for an update. She would report back at the next meeting.
5.2 School Bus
The Clerk confirmed that the revised transport arrangements for the children at Hillside ??were now in force.
5.3 Roundabout with A603
It was reported that there was some accident debris left on the roundabout. The Clerk to arrange for the removal.
5.4 Bus to St Neots
Councillors were advised that the bus was to be withdrawn.
5.5 Refuse Collection
A smaller refuse collecting vehicle with a claw was being used on Mill Lane. Concern was raised over the vehicle moving with the claw in an upright position therefore scattering some rubbish. It had been confirmed that the vehicle had winged sides to stop this happening, but it did not. Mrs Smith agreed to follow up with the refuse collectors.
5.6 Estate Agent Board
There was a board lying on the footpath beside the green. Councillors were asked to let the Clerk know which Estate Agent it belonged to and she would arrange its removal.
5.7 Insulation Advice
A parishioner had recently sought District Council technical advice on insulation but was disappointed by the advice given. He stated it was a complete waste of District Council money. He was unsure the name of the officer concerned but agreed to find out and pass the details to District Cllr Smith who would follow up.
5.8 Precept 2009/10

Concerns were raised on behalf of the retired people in the village, over increases in precepts during the current financial climate. All Councillors, parish, district and county were urged only to budget for the necessities and to keep increases to a minimum.
5.9 Light Pollution

Councillors were asked to bear in mind light pollution when considering planning applications.


	-Clerk

-Clerk

-BS

-Cllrs & Clerk 

-BS

	6.
	FINANCES

6.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr O’Keefe, seconded by 
Mrs Pearce the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:

MELDRETH PARISH COUNCIL

Office Rent January 2009





             £  30.46

MRS J DAMANT

Clerks Salary 12/12/08-14/01/09  less £46.56PAYE


             £186.26

INLAND REVENUE

PAYE January 2009 






             £  46.56

CALC-CTP

Councillor Training 15/11/08 





            £   35.00

TOTAL








            £ 298.28

The change to signatories on the mandate was in hand.

 6.2 Budget 2009/2010 & Agreement of Precept Requirement
The draft budget was studied and each item confirmed or amended. Councillors agreed they had cut back as best they could. It was then proposed by Mrs Pearce seconded by Mr Bonney that £8900 be requested for the precept for 2009/10. This was agreed by all Councillors. Clerk to advise the District Council.
 6.3 Financial Regulations
Model Financial Regulations had been copied to Councillors. Mr Bonney reminded the meeting that the Internal Auditor had asked to see them. He agreed to circulate suggestions for amendments to Councillors for their input. Adoption of Financial Regulations would be an agenda item at the next meeting.

	-Clerk
-CB


	7.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

7.1 Planning 

7.1.1 Leos Garage
The Council were updated on the history of the site. It was believed planning permission had been given for the sale of cars but that expired around 2000 (planning application S/1517/99/F).  Concerns had been raised by parishioners over the current car sales and parking of the vehicles outside the garage property. The Clerk was asked to make enquiries regarding the situation with the planning officers.
7.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
A report was given by Mr Barrett, Trustee. The Chair had stood down from the role due to the pressure of work but would continue as a Trustee. The Chair currently was a rotating role. Security between the snooker room and other parts of the building had been enhanced. Discussions had taken place on repairing the store off the kitchen area. Two outline sums would be sought for the underpinning and repair of the existing store and the extension of the store northwards. The Trustees had agreed that the Parish Council would now be charged for the hire of the hall as the Parish Council wished to apply for grant aid. There was a sum of £250 for the lease in the draft precept. This was believed to be an error.
Mrs Pearce then reported that the recent Christmas party had raised just over £500. A fund raising event was being arranged for the 14th July 2009 when a pleasure ride would be taking place in conjunction with Wimpole. She added that Stewards would be required to help. The village hall did not have a caretaker at  present but the keys were available from the Hardwick Arms if needed.

The Trustees were reminded that the commemorative clock may need to be replaced. This would be on the agenda for the next Trustees meeting.
7.2.1Request for a Brown Direction Sign

The County Council had advised that brown signs were only allowed for tourist attractions which complied with policy only. Village halls could be indicated with a normal black and white flag sign which could be provided to the Parish Council at a cost of £200. The Clerk was asked to make enquiries with the District Council to see if a street nameplate could be erected below the sign for Newell Close.

	-Clerk
-Clerk



	8.
	ALLOTMENTS
The Clerk advised that Mrs Damant had written to Wimpole and Croydon Parish Councils, as agreed at the December meeting. Gamlingay Parish Council would be contacted before the next meeting where an update will be given.


	-Clerk

	9.
	ADOPTION OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION SCHEME
A draft scheme had been prepared and circulated to Councillors. On a proposition by Mr Bonney, seconded by Mrs Pearce the scheme was adopted with a  note on the bottom to advise that the Parish Council were working on producing an effective website.

	

	10.
	REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS –INTERIM SUSPENSION OF NON-MANDATORY ORDERS –PREPARATION OF NEW STANDING ORDERS
The Clerk advised that NALC were in the process of reviewing the standing orders and would consult Parish Councils once this review had taken place. Councillors agreed that the mandatory standing orders be kept in place, and the non mandatory orders suspended, until the AGM in May 2009. By this time the review may have been completed by NALC.

	

	11.
	VILLAGE WEBSITE
Mr O’Keefe reported that the domain for arrington.org was registered until 2010 and was owned by the Parish Council. A site had been set up by a Wimpole resident but it was believed at some stage there were question marks on legal rights to publish, and this was why the site was not used. Mr O’Keefe was trying to contact the originator. He then advised that there was also the option of generating a new site and suggested the Parish Council kept all options open. He would give a further update at the next meeting.

	-DO

	12.
	PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP
Mr Murden, the village Parish Paths volunteer, had provided a report of work carried out and funds from the PPP grant spent. He had asked for confirmation that the Parish Council would like him to continue. Councillors agreed that the Clerk contact Mr Murden and confirm they would and ask him to attend the next Parish Council meeting.


	-Clerk

	13.
	SPEEDING ON THE A1198
The ongoing concerns over speeding were discussed. The Clerk advised that she had asked the County Councillor for an update on what had happened to date. She believed there was currently a survey of A and B roads in the country being carried out. After further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk ask the County Highway Engineer for a site meeting so that the history and options on speed reduction could be discussed.


	-Clerk

	14.
	SALTING OF VILLAGE PATHS IN BAD WEATHER
Mrs Pearce expressed her concerns over the condition of the road at Clifton Close where there were a number of elderly residents. During the recent cold weather the roads and paths were not salted. There was a salt bin near the road but she felt that it was not topped up. Mr O’Keefe advised that the bin in Church Lane had recently be re-stocked and assumed the same at Clifton Close.


	

	15.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

15.1 South Cambridgeshire Community Chest Funding
Information on community funding for projects. Circulated with the January correspondence.


	

	16.
	COUNCILLORS’ ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

 16.1 Speedwatch
Mr Bonney advised he would be attending a meeting on the 21st January and would report back.
16.2 Affordable Housing
The Clerk was asked to provide an update on an affordable housing presentation which had been discussed at a previous meeting.
16.3 Liaison with Wimpole Hall
It was suggested that a closer liaison with Wimpole could be a benefit to the village. As agreed under Item 3.6 the Clerk would be writing to the National Trust regarding the Village Garden. At the same time she was asked to see if an informal meeting could be arranged.
16.4 Community Fuel Club & Carbon Reduction Project

It was requested that these be agenda items at the next meeting.
	-Clerk
-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.34pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council Minutes

Monday 19 January  2009

