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ARRINGTON  PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning/Parish Council Meetings held at the Assembly Rooms on 

Monday 17th August 2009 

Present:
Councillors Mr D Footman – Chairman (DF), Mr C Bonney – Vice Chairman (CB),   Mr D O’Keefe (DO), Mr G Smith (GS), Mrs A Taylor (AT)

   
      Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) and 7 Members of the Public
	
	
	


7.30pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Apologies were received from Mrs D Pearce, Mrs A Pearce and Ms Smith (District Cllr).
There were no declarations of interest made.

	

	2.

	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF

2.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on 15th June  2009
On a proposition by Mrs Taylor, seconded by Mr Bonney the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 
2.2 The Planning  Meeting held on 6th July  2009
On a proposition by Mr Smith, seconded by Mr O’Keefe the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record. 

2.3The Planning Meeting held on 20th July  2009
On a proposition by Mrs Taylor, seconded by Mr O’Keefe the minutes as circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record following the addition of one member of the public to the attendees. 


	

	3.


	MATTERS ARISING AND CARRIED FORWARD

3.1 Village Christmas Tree Update
Mr Smith advised that he had contact details of an EDF employee contracted to work in the area. He would advise Mrs A Pearce.
3.2 Bus Shelter Repairs
In hand. Mrs Taylor confirmed that she would urge the repairs once the harvest was over.
3.3 Village Leaflet
Mr O’Keefe volunteered to scan the leaflet, and copy to Councillors, to make amendment easier. Councillors were urged to forward their amendments to the Clerk so that she could arrange for a new leaflet to be printed.
3.4 CPALC Certificates
Mrs Taylor and Mrs Pearce had still not received their certificates. Clerk to urge with CPALC again.
3.5 Liaison with Wimpole Parish Council
The Clerk was asked to contact the Clerk to Wimpole Parish Council to arrange an agenda for a meeting. The Clerk then advised that she had received a letter from their Clerk, Mrs Stammers, advising that repairs to the war memorial were now complete. They had obtained a grant for a fair amount of the work, with the Parish Council paying £1114.00 towards the cost. Mrs Stammers asked if Arrington Parish Council could budget towards a contribution in future and also towards the upkeep of the memorial. A Breakdown of costs was provided. Mr Bonney advised that he had also spoken to Mrs Stammers and added that there was £400 allocated in the budget for the war memorial. The insurance contribution for 2009/10 was £43.00. After discussion it was proposed by Mrs Taylor that £250.00 be paid towards the repairs now, with £250 budgeted for in 2010/11. That would then be a 50% contribution from both parishes towards the repairs. This was agreed by all Councillors who also agreed that a contingency fund be set up, towards the upkeep of the memorial, of £100 per year. The Clerk to reply to Mrs Stammers’ letter advising her of this.
3.6 Footpath 7
The County Rights of Way Officer, Mr Stimpson, had advised that in terms of the path closure, the 3 month period referred to the notice required to withdraw the path permanently as opposed to closure for maintenance which would be temporary.
In terms of width the County would ask for the same as for a definitive (permanent) footpath i.e. 1.5m field edge, 1m cross field. The most recent advice from defra implied that paths can co-exist with conservation strips, without the strips needing to be made wider. Mrs Taylor agreed that she would speak to the village Parish Paths volunteer, Mr Murdon, and ask him to speak to the landowners.
3.7 Allotments
The Chairman advised that he was having difficulty contacting the Wimpole Hall Estate Manager, Mr Morris, so he had no further update, although he did say that he had spoken to the farmer concerned. Mr O’Keefe advised that Wimpole Parish Councillors were not aware of the scheme. 
3.8 Village Photographs
The Clerk had asked the former Clerk for details. She believed they were part of an exhibition at an event made by the County Council. It was advised that the photographs were compiled by copying of County records, for a visit by the Americans. It was thought that the photographs were with the ex-Chairman, Mr Barrett. The Clerk was asked to contact him.


	-GS

-AT

-DO

-Clerk

-Clerk

-AT

-Clerk

	4.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

There were no reports made.

	

	5.
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS AND FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS

The meeting was closed between 7.55pm and 8.00pm for public discussion.
5.1 Involvement with District and County Meetings
Councillors were urged to get more involved with these meetings as their views could have an effect on the decisions made. The County meetings took place about four times a year. Work was in hand to resurrect the District meetings. Vacancies for the committees were advertised through CPALC.
5.2 Path on Arrington Hill
It was reported that tarmac was broken up as the path had not been sprayed this year. A parishioner had sprayed the protected verge. The Clerk was asked to urge with the Highway Supervisor.
5.3 Village Post Office
Councillors were asked the situation regarding the outreach post office. It was advised that there was a post office service in Clifden Close community rooms on Tuesday between 11.30am and 1.00pm. Mrs Taylor agreed to ask for this to be advertised in the village newsletter.

	-Clerk

-AT

	6.
	FINANCES

6.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills

The invoices were available for checking. On a proposition by Mr Bonney, seconded by 

Mrs Taylor the following payments as listed in the monthly financial report were approved:

LITLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Cllr training 16/6/09 –Mr O-Keefe, Mrs Pearce, Mr Smith

            £ 105.00

MISSION COMPUTERS

Newsletters







            £   27.98

WIMPOLE PARISH COUNCIL

War memorial insurance contribution




           £    43.00

MRS S WALMESLEY

Clerks salary & expenses 1/4/09-30/6/09

3 mths @ £231.83



£695.49

Office Allowance



£  45.00

Postage




£    7.01

Telephone




£    3.80


Mileage 50 (20/4,24/4,7/5,18/5,15/6

 £  25.45   £776.75

Less PAYE   £139.10






             £637.65

INLAND REVENUE

PAYE 1/4/09 -30/6/09






             £139.10

WIMPOLE PARISH COUNCIL

Contribution towards war memorial repairs




£250.00

TOTAL








          £ 1202.73

	

	7.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING

7.1 Planning 
The Clerk advised that planning permission had been granted for the detached garage and workshop at 9 Hillside. A reply had also been received from Charles Swain, District Council Head of Planning and Enforcement Monitoring, regarding the concerns raised over 5 Hillside at the last meeting. Mr Swain advised that the Council’s environmental team had been asked to investigate the water concerns. With regards to the building works relating to the workshop, the building was authorised under permitted development rules and did not require a separate planning consent.  The newly constructed chicken run and new log store roof technically did. A letter had been sent to the property owner.

7.1.1 South Cambridgeshire District Council Planning Procedure

A letter had been received from Comberton Parish Council seeking support in requesting the present system of the District Council Chairman’s delegation should be changed or abolished. This procedure made decision behind closed doors with three or four people present and no observers. Parish Councils were not directly represented. Comberton Parish Council did not agree that the system satisfied reasonable interpretation of the South Cambridgeshire Corporate Objectives. Councillors agreed that support would be given and was asked to write a letter of support to the District Council Portfolio holder and copy to the District Councillor.
7.2 Village Hall/Assembly Rooms
There was no report available for the meeting.
7.2.1 Direction Sign
Mr Bonney confirmed that he had spoken to the person that had made the church direction sign who was currently busy. Mr Bonney agreed to follow this up with him at a later date.

	-Clerk

-CB

	8.
	PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE SCHEDULE AND ASSET REGISTER
The Clerk was working on the asset register and asked Councillors for details on asset positions in the village. She would prepare a draft, with insurance values where applicable, and circulate to Councillors for agreement at the next meeting.


	-Clerk

	9.
	VILLAGE GARDEN
9.1 RoSPA Inspection
The Clerk advised that the RoSPA inspection had been carried out but the report had been sent to the ex-Clerk’s office. The report would be available for the next meeting.

	

	10.
	ADOPTION OF THE NEW ARRINGTON.ORG.UK WEBSITE AS THE NEW PC SITE AND REMOVAL OF THE EASTSPACE SITE
 Mr O’Keefe advised that the website now contained a lot of information including meeting dates, events and contact details. The business links, which had been lifted from the east space site, were currently being updated.  An e-mail had been received from Mr Barrett, the copyright owner and originator of photographic images and associated text originally published on Arrington Parish Council’s ‘eastspace’ site. He had agreed with Mr O’Keefe that a non-exclusive copyright licence be signed giving permission for the Parish Council to publish these with conditions. Mr O’Keefe stated that he was willing to sign the licence on behalf of the Parish Council which was agreed. Mr O’Keefe then proposed that Arrington Parish Council adopt the new website and arrange for the removal of the eastspace site. This was seconded by Mr Smith with all Councillors in agreement. Mr O’Keefe advised that he would arrange for some flyers publicising the website to be distributed around the village.


	-DO

	11.
	HIGHWAY PROBLEMS
There was no further update regarding the Highway situation. Mr Smith advised that there had been some patched white lining carried out.

The meeting was closed between 8.25pm and 8.35pm for an update on Speedwatch.
Volunteers had now received their speedwatch training and had carried out a trial of the equipment on the A1198, on Sunday 16th August. During a 20 minute period monitoring 112 cars, 11 were travelling over the 40 mph speed limit. It was stated that the speedwatch sign seemed to slow traffic down. The volunteers would be working with a team at different times during the day. The equipment was currently being shared with four other villages.

The Chairman thanked the volunteers for their efforts.
	

	12.
	ARRINGTON CHARITY GOLF DAY WORKING PARTY
The Chairman advised that a golf day had been suggested as a fund raiser for the village hall. This would be different from the usual fund raising events, He felt the way forward was to liaise with the village hall committee, which he would do.

	-DF

	13.
	UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN ACTION POINTS

A meeting had taken place with Cambridgeshire ACRE’s Parish Plan officer on the 20th July 2009. This was to see where the Parish Council were with the plan and action points raised. Councillors felt that progress had been made with speeding and highway issues. Mr O’Keefe had been handed the paperwork relating to the parish plan exercise and passed it to the Clerk. It was agreed that a separate meeting of the council would be held to go through the parish plan action points individually and produce a progress report.  This would be arranged at the next Parish Council meeting.

	

	14.
	TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED INCLUDING:

14.1 Arrington Newsletter
A letter had been received from Mr Barrett concerned over the June/July newsletter article referring to the Parish Council policies. He was Chairman of the Parish Council at the time the policies were adopted and felt that the article singled him out and did not take into account that the whole council contributed to the creation and adoption of a policy, and not the Chairman. Mr Barrett also expressed concern at how quickly the policies had been abandoned. He asked for clarification to be carried in the next newsletter so that the parish was completely clear about these points.
Councillors agreed that Mr Barrett had contributed a considerable amount of effort into compiling the draft policies but the Parish Council had agreed at the Annual General meeting in May 2009 not to renew the policies, and to continue with the suspension of non mandatory standing orders. Mr O’Keefe stated that he felt by doing this Councillors would be able to concentrate building on their experience. The Clerk was asked to prepare a draft reply to Mr Barrett, for agreement by Councillors.
14.2 SCDC Emergency Planning Awareness Seminar
Correspondence had been received regarding the current outbreak of swine flu and the plan for mass vaccination of the population of Cambridgeshire. The District Council Health and Safety and Emergency Planning Officer and the County Council Emergency Management Officer were to present an emergency planning awareness session for the benefit of Parish Councils. This would be held on the 1st October 2009 at the District Council offices. Attendee names were requested. In addition to this Parish Councils were being asked which premises within the parishes could be considered for carrying out small scale vaccinations for vulnerable people, in addition to the larger centres. 

Councillors agreed that the Clifden Close community rooms would probably be the best option in the village. These were managed by the District Council so they would have all the contact details. Clerk to advise the Emergency Planning Officer.
14.3  Invitation to a District Council meeting

An invitation had been sent to the Chairman inviting two members of the Parish Council to attend the next full District Council meeting on the 26th November 2009.  The aim was to allow Parish Councillors to gain a better understanding of the District Council workings. It was agreed that Mr Footman and Mr Bonney attend. The Clerk to advise the District Council.

	-Clerk

-Clerk

-Clerk

	15.
	COUNCILLORS’ ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK

15.1. Police Panel Meeting
Mr Bonney reported that he had attended the recent Police Panel meeting. Anti social behaviour was continuing to be a problem in some parts of the area but the police believed they could manage this satisfactorily. The advised that burglary was on the decline. Mr Bonney then reported on an incident involving a fuel bowser which was believed to have been dumped on a parishioner’s property. This was reported to the police and an incident number obtained. The parishioner was told to leave it alone and it disappeared overnight from the property. Earlier in the day there had been two reported thefts of diesel. Mr Bonney had questioned the police about this incident at the meeting and they later advised that they had checked with the keeper and the bowser had not been stolen. 
15.2  Neighbourhood Watch
It was advised that the scheme was up and running in Church End. Registration had also been submitted for Hillside and Clifden Close.
15.3   Gypsy and Traveller Consultation
The consultation would be running until the 9th  October 2009. Mrs Taylor expressed her concerns over the statement in the report relating to the number of caravans that could be put on a pitch, especially the proposed site in Cambourne. There was also nothing in the report to indicate that there could be problems with the sites and the community. Mrs Taylor urged Councillors to read the report. This would be an agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting for a representation to be made to the District Council.
15.4   NATS Consultation
The Clerk was asked whether there had been any further news on the further consultation which was scheduled to begin in July 2009. The Clerk to find out the position and let Councillors know.
15.5  Leos Garage
The Clerk was asked to find out the position regarding the planning application for the garage which the District Council Enforcement Officer had advised would be submitted.

	-Clerk

-Clerk


There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00pm 

.Signed………………………(Chairman)                                   on………………………..(Date)

Arrington Parish Council Minutes

Monday 17 August 2009

